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The Christian-Pagan West 


The West once was pagan and then became 
Christian; historically, it is the pagan-Christian 
West. Today, in contrast, it has become the Christian- 
pagan West. No century was ever more misjudged 
than the twentieth by those who hailed it as the 
“Christian” century. For the once banished demonic 
pirits have returned again to inhabit the abode of 
\Vestern culture, and some, indeed, seem to be securing 
permanent tenure. 

Thinking men may scorn the phrase “the Chris- 
tian-pagan West” as ill-tempered. The West is, 
after all, the Christian West; what specially distin- 
guishes Occident from Orient is this Christian motif. 
\loreover, even the compound “Christian-pagan” may 
seem as artificial as “pagan West,” for after all, what- 
ever is pagan is non-Christian, even as what is 
Christian is assumed to be Western. 







DECLINE OF CHRISTIAN SPIRIT 


Such an evaluation of events, however, is outdated; 
indeed, it is actually irrelevant. It reflects the romantic 
overconfidence of earlier generations and of the past 
century. It assumes, and erroneously so, that traditional 
patterns of the home and work, of civilization and 
culture still prevail. It perpetuates the illusion of a 
people who took for granted that the inherited spirit 
of the West could not die. 


NEVER FULLY CHRISTIAN 


Admittedly the West has never been the totally 
“Christian West.” At best, it has been the “Christian 
West plus or minus,” the Christian West qualified 
by some limiting word, e.g., the “imperfectly Christian 
West.” Scholars now admit, indeed, that the Dark 
Ages were less dark than historians once pictured 
them; yet the Middle Ages stood nonetheless in 
drastic need of the Reformation. The tradition of 
papacy, monasticism and scholasticism developed an 
hierarchical, ritualistic and legalistic religion. Super- 
stition and legend abounded; faith was often blind 
and unreasoning; piety and sacrifice were common 
substitutes for virtue; ascetic self-denial and 

sensuality flourished side by side; and the church 
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was drawn frequently into the current of political 
intrigue and immorality. As Philip Schaff remarks, 
“the medieval light was indeed the borrowed star and 
moonlight of ecclesiastical tradition, rather than the 
clear sun-light from the inspired pages of the New 
Testament; but it was such light as the eyes of the 
nations in their ignorance could bear, and it never 
ceased to shine until it disappeared in the day-light of 
the great Reformation” (History of the Christian 
Church, Vol. IX, p. 12). 

Yet Luther and Calvin, no less than Augustine, 
Anselm and Aquinas, stood in hourly need of justifi- 
cation on the ground of Christ’s death for sinners. The 
same applies to the early apostles Peter, Paul and 
John, and in our century to evangelical giants like 
Dwight L. Moody and Billy Graham. The smudge of 


sin discolors even the best Christian history. 








HERITAGE OF GREATNESS 


Nevertheless it must be said that no other world cul- 
ture has lived on the Christian side of life and history; 
it has had a Christian past, with a lease on Christian 
experience. The classic pagan mind, shaped by 
Graeco-Roman idealism, even at best was not good 
enough for the West. The old culture at its vulgar 
or common level was beneath the dignity of Christians. 
And the vices of infanticide, religious prostitution, 
slavery were abhorrent and repugnant to believers. 
Because they revered Christ as the guardian of purity 
and as the champion of sexual virtue, the Christians 
renounced adultery, covetousness, craftiness, dishon- 
esty, drunkenness, theft. Doubtless the New Tes- 
tament exhortations, and the picture in the Revelation 
of the decline of the seven churches in Asia Minor, 
caution us against painting the first century only 
in the brightest colors. Yet even in wicked Corinth 
the apostle Paul could write the world-stained be- 
lievers: “Such were some of you: but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name 


of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 


VIRTUE IN ABUNDANCE 
Actually, Christians were known from the very begin- 
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ning more for their positive ethical and spiritual per- 
formance than for mere abstinence. Pagan observers 
marveled “how they love one other.” An inexplicable 
joy irradiated the lives of these ordinary mortals; the 
peace that became theirs was unknown even to an 
age free of international hostilities; a boundless flood 
of kindness and benevolence was turned toward neigh- 
bors and strangers; godliness came to live in human 
flesh. These were a holy people, graced by the Holy 
Spirit. Acquaintance with the Risen Christ endowed 
them with a spiritual treasure so surpassingly superb 
that they laid down their lives rather than renounce 
Him. Even where totalitarian rulers brandished steel 
against them, they preferred martyrdom to the sin of 
silence. They were “called Christians first at Antioch” 
(Acts 11:26), and they were worthy of His Name. 
They had a divine commission to go to a perishing 
world; they were “under orders” to witness of the Re- 
deemer to lost men. Their “conversation”—their walk as 
well as their words—was halo-bright. The incarnate, 
crucified, and risen Christ was the meeting place of 
their hopes and fears. Their marching orders were to 
confront the world in an armor the pagan empires had 
never worn. They eclipsed all the previous generations 
in their embodiment of love, of joy, of peace, of long- 
suffering, of gentleness, of goodness, of faith, of meek- 
ness, of temperance. 


INSPIRATION OF CHRISTIANITY 


All that became noblest in the West was but the 
lengthened shadow of such faith and life. In a world 
abounding with religions, biblical Christianity sup- 
plied a distinctive view of God and the universe, of 
man and his destiny. The life of the West came to 
revolve around the drama of divine incarnation and 
atonement. The span of human existence was related 
in every sphere to the God-man who died in the stead 
of sinners and who rose for them in triumph over 
death. Between the divine creation of man and the 
final judgment of the race, the advent of the Redeemer 
stood as the dominating peak of history. Time “before 
Christ” lacked any climax; it was a movement of events 
in which the redemptive promise of God waited ful- 
fillment. “The year of our Lord” became synonymous 
with the age of grace, in which redeemed men and 
women were adopted into the family of faith, with 
the risen Redeemer as their living Head. Since the 
sixth century the West has based its calendar upon 
the reality of the incarnation. 

While Christian monotheism furnished the lofty 
inspiration of religion and morality, its influence did 
not stop there. It shaped literature and the arts. It 
even furthered the confidence of the West (although 
contemporary thought arbitrarily obscures this debt) 
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in the unity and rationality of space-time existence, 
and hence stimulated the growth of science. Chris- 
tianity upheld the ultimate significance of reason and 
conscience under God, and it proclaimed as well a 
providential universe on the basis of divine creation 
and preservation. Neither ancient polytheistic religion 
nor philosophical dualism had produced this lively 
sense of God and the supernatural world, and of man’s 
awesome destiny. 


A SQUANDERED INHERITANCE 


Today this inheritance is all but squandered. No doubt 
those who disparage life in the Middle Ages as meas- 
ured by the purity of New Testament religion can 
make their case, but nonetheless the world today, in 
contrast with earlier centuries clothed by Christian 
influences, stands starkly naked in moral shame. 

Call it a return to paganism or barbarism or what 
one will, the fact remains that in the West for three 
centuries Christian influences upon society, the state 
and culture have decreased while secular influences 
have increased to dominating proportions. In the 
eighteenth century the upper classes of society broke 
with Christian beliefs, and the unity of Western 
Christendom vanished. While phantom unity re- 
mained in the balance of power preserved by the abso- 
lute monarchies, when these fell, only the myth of the 
West’s ongoing progress concealed its fragmenting 
ideals. When progress, in turn, seemed doubtful, only 
the rise of dictators preserved the outward illusion of 
unity. 

TERRIFYING AMBIGUITIES 

Today's situation is awesome in its ambiguities. The 
largest strength of the Communist party, next to 
Russia and China, is in Italy, home of Vatican City 
and the organizational head of the largest body of 
professing Christians. Many who vote Communist 
still attend Roman Catholic mass in Italy Cin contrast 
with the French). 

The Italian Senate’s only woman member, Senator 
Lina Merlin, has charged that between two and three 
million women live by prostitution; that in Rome 
houses of prostitution operate under government li- 
cense “all over town, and near schools and churches.” 
Such confusions and contradictions strike ever deeper 
and deeper in nominally Christian centers today; 
principle and piety seem ever less and less a central 
concern of human existence. 

The Reformation warned that the Christian West 
had deteriorated to quasi-Christian foundations, and 
called for a full and swift return to biblical supports. 
Scholasticism had one-sidedly emphasized the intel- 


lectual element in Christianity. The community it 
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produced repeated the Apostles’ Creed, but without 
putting heart and soul in the opening word. For Credo 
(I believe) it tended to substitute Credendum est Cit 
is believed). A generation merely mouthing the creed 
led to another generation that could not in good con- 
science even repeat it. The highest language of faith, 
used first by saintly men, next by carnal men, and then 
by unregenerate men, at last vanished entirely from 
the vocabulary of the modern pagan. 


MEDIEVAL COMPROMISES 


The medieval compromise, in fact, reached far beyond 
matters of doctrine and personal virtue. It involved 
also a misconception of the social order and of the 
church’s relation to culture. 

In the provocative volume Man in This World, 
Hans Zehrer reaches back a thousand years to A.D. 
1075 and the autocratic Pope Gregory VII's Twenty- 
Seven Theses, which led in 1308 to the bull Unam 
Sanctum as the pivot of the Western revolt against 
authority. By their own claims the papal despots began 
to lessen the distance between God and man, and man 
and God. Drawing the spiritual sword, popes pre- 
sumed to rule over emperors and their subjects in place 
of God. “In setting himself in the place of God, the 
Pope gave the signal for every class to do likewise. 
‘Why should you be God and not I?’ is a question be- 
tore which title-deeds lose their force” (Zehrer, op. 
cit., p. 67). Thereafter, the man who would be God 
becomes in swift turn the man freed from all superior 
authority, who loses at last not merely the image of 
God, but in doing so loses also the image of man, and 
descends to bestiality. He becomes the herd man of 
our era, easily led by totalitarian superiors. In the 
Christian-pagan West he emerges as the beast-man of 
evolutionary naturalism, although in actuality he is the 
man-beast. 


MEN WITH HALF A SOUL 


Whatever may be said about Zehrer’s thesis, the fact 
is that for five centuries, since the mid-fifteenth 
century yielded to the post-medieval era, the man of 
Europe and the Americas has stood increasingly con- 
founded and mute in the presence of the Great Ques- 
tions. His distant forefathers had been heirs of the 
classic Graeco-Roman world view and prized the Chris- 
tian inheritance even above that. The death of ancient 
culture they counted gain because of the birth of a 
higher. But the modern man, by contrast, gave half his 
soul to the Renaissance, and was half-hearted toward 
the Reformation. He now gave snap answers to Ulti- 
mate Problems, answers which blurred the Christian 
motif, and from which all remaining biblical hues, al- 
ready pallid, would soon fade. 





Those who today call merely for “a new Refor- 
mation” thereby betray the fact that they judge current 
history unrealistically. Latin America, perhaps, is a 
prospect for such a duplication within history. There, 
as nowhere else, the smoldering revolt against a medie- 
val temper could erupt into a war of ideas, involving 
Renaissance as well as Reformation claims. But else- 
where the West has already stripped human life of 
much of its traditional meaning. The inherited pat- 
terns of civilization are paling swiftly. Priority Answers 
of the past are now repudiated, and the Priority Prob- 
lems along with them. The current failure to grasp the 
world of ultimates commits man to categories that im- 
ply the end of a rational-moral cosmos and the conse- 
quent insignificance of reason and the good. For two 
generations influential philosophers in the once- 
Christian West have ceased to ask, “Who is God?” 
“What is the purpose of history, and of the universe?” 
“How shall we define man’s dignity?” “What are the 
permanent aspects of truth and morality?” but instead 
have been asking “Is there a God?” “Does purpose 
exist in history and the universe?” “Is man essentially 
unique?” and “Have reason and goodness any objec- 
tive significance?” 


THE DRIFT DOWNSTREAM 


The chorus of intellectual giants answering these ques- 
tions negatively has swelled. Paraded as the verdict of 
modern intellectual genius are the dogmas that the 
binding force of reality is not supernatural and that life 
and society are held together best if God be dissolved. 
Confused Western man has been floating downstream 
on the river of negation, for driftwood requires nothing 
in the way of spiritual decision. Today, tossed by doubt 
and uncertainty, modern man is wearying of this world 
and of himself. His day-to-day existence balances on 
the sharp edge of chilling questions. 

The geographical frontiers of Christendom have 
shrunk perceptibly. The Russian Orthodox Church 
and the vast evangelica: Stundist movement in the 
U.S.S.R. eke out their existence by the tolerance of a 
totalitarian government. The Ukraine, where Roman 
Catholic congregations date back a millennium, is en- 
slaved behind the Iron Curtain. France, a half-century 
ago included in every list of nominally Christian great 
powers, has a bankrupt faith; of its 42 million inhab- 
itants, 35 million no longer attend mass (a mortal sin 
for Catholics). Only European lands on which the Re- 
formation made a strong theological impact are today 
virile in their resistance to Communism. 

But the shriveling of the Christian claim upon 
modern thought and life is even more shocking than 
the shrinking of Christian territorial frontiers. Almost 


everywhere the West shows (Continued on page 34) 
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he explosive situation in the Near East is a 
startling reminder that ever since World War I, 
the world has been confronted with an anomalous 
and even unprecedented state of affairs. It is the claim 
of a people to return and repossess a land that has not 
been theirs for nearly two thousand years. What other 
people in the world would venture to demand that the 
clock of history be put back two millenniums for their 
benefit? Yet within a decade the land of Palestine, 
which has been for centuries under non-Jewish control, 
with a population estimated in 1914 at less than 
700,000, of which the majority were Arabs, has been 
partitioned in such a way that the state of Israel now 
has a population of 1,716,000, of whom nearly 90 
per cent are Jews. Yet nearly a million Arabs are 
refugees outside of Israel and dependent upon a dole 
from the United Nations for their very existence. 


A RELIGIOUS QUESTION 


This is an amazing situation. To what is it due? 
[t is due partly to Zionist agitation in England and 
America, partly to the widespread sympathy for the 
Jews because of the inhuman treatment they received 
in Europe during World War II. Consequently, the 
claim of the Zionists that Palestine belongs to them 
as the descendants of Abraham was accepted by many 
who would have emphatically rejected a similar claim 
by any other people to possess a land in which they 
had been for centuries an almost negligible minority. 
In fact, to evaluate the situation properly, we must view 
it not as a political question but as a religious one 
and ask ourselves, Do the promises of the Old Testa- 
ment to which the Zionists appeal support their claim 
to the possession of the land; and does the New Testa- 
ment which the Zionists reject confirm them in it? 
The Rev. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D., was formerly pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary 
and Westminster Theological Seminary. He is author of The 
Five Books of Moses, Prophecy and the Church, The Unity of 
Isaiah, and other volumes, and is a consulting editor of the 


Evangelical Quarterly. 
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Israel's Transgression m Palestine 
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A number of considerations are involved in the answer 
ing of these important questions. 

The promise to which the Zionists appeal is clearly 
stated in Genesis 18:18, “Unto thy seed have I given 
this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates”; and it is referred to repeatedly 
elsewhere. Does this settle the question? Does it give 
the Israeli a clear title to Palestine under the Abra- 
hamic Covenant? We believe it does not and for the 
following reasons. 


CONDITIONED ON OBEDIENCE 


This promise was conditioned on obedience to the will 
of God. Note the words, “because thou hast obeyed 
my voice” (Gen. 22:18) and also Genesis 26:5, where 
the renewal of the covenant with Isaac is explained by 
the words, “because that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, 
and my laws.” This basic principle, that possession of 
the land and prosperity in it was conditioned on obe- 
dience, is stressed again and again. It is made especially 
clear in the solemn warnings in Leviticus 26 and 
Deuteronomy 28; and it is definitely declared that to 
be “scattered among the nations” will be the punish- 
ment of disobedience (cf. Deut. 4:27). 

These prophecies plainly foretold the course of 
Israel's history. When the people forsook the Lord in 
the days of the Judges, the Lord “sold” them into the 
hands of their neighbors, the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Midianites, and Philistines. Later He brought against 
them mighty enemies from distant lands to punish 
them. The situation in the days of Isaiah is graphically 
described in the “Great Arraignment” (chap. 1). Again, 
the Lord declared through his prophet that Assyria 
was “the rod” of his anger (Isa. 10:5). He used this 
rod to destroy the Northern Kingdom; and only a repre- 
sentative handful ever returned to the land. Many speak 
of the tribes of the Northern Kingdom today as “the lost 
tribes.” More than a century later Jeremiah (5:1) 
described the apostasy of Judah in words that remind 
us of Diogenes and his (Continued on page 8) 
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he question whether or not Palestine has a place 
Bees God’s redemptive program for Israel, and in 
relation to the other nations of the earth, in our age 
and particularly at the end of the age is interwoven 
with other questions. Indeed, one’s attitude toward 
Palestine as a future Land of Promise will be deter- 
mined, primarily, by his attitude toward two eschatolog- 
ical themes: will there be a millennial reign of Christ 
on this earth, and is there a special place for Israel as 
a nation at the end of this age? If there is to be no 
millennial reign of Christ and, consequently, no place 
from which his rule will be directed, there is little need 
to discuss the prophecies regarding the future of 
Palestine, for it certainly will have no role apart from 
the Messiah. Furthermore, if there is no future for 
Israel as a nation, apart from the participation of 
converted Jews in the promised privileges of the 
Christian Church, Palestine will have no more mean- 
ing than any other national territory, except for its 
holy places. 

We cannot determine if Palestine is still the Land 
of Promise, and gloriously so at the end of the age, 
except from the inspired records of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. I shall divorce the subject as far as possi- 
ble from any discussion of the millennium and mes- 
sianic reign of Christ and confine this article to the 
teaching of the Old Testament. 


PALESTINE A DIVINE GIFT 


In the Old Testament—and many Bible students seem 
unaware of this—God’s giving of Palestine to Israel is 
more frequently referred to than any other act of 
God toward Israel, even than the deliverance from 
Egypt or the promise of a Messiah. In 141 passages 
of the Old Testament (57 in Deuteronomy alone) God 
is said to give the land of Canaan, the Land of 
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Promise, to His people Israel—a truth declared from 
the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:7) to the exilic prophecy 
of Ezekiel 11:17. Of these references to Palestine as 
a gift of God to Israel, quite a number are portions of 
prayers to God, or of God’s answers to prayer (Exod. 
6:4, 8; 32:13; Neh. 9:15, 35, 36). Some state that 
Palestine is to be a gift of God to Israel forever, a truth 
enunciated as early as Abraham’s day and reiterated 
down through the prophets. Turn to some of these 
passages: 


For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed for ever (Gen. 13:15; also 17:8; 
italics added). 

And thou shalt keep his statues, and his commandments, 
which I command thee this day, that it may go well with 
thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou 
mayest prolong thy days in the land which Jehovah thy 
God giveth thee, for ever (Deut. 4:40; italics added). 


ISRAEL’S RESTORATION PREDICTED 
Even when Israel’s future rebelliousness is spoken of, 
Scripture clearly predicts that after a period of judg- 


ment Israel shall be permanently restored: 


And Jehovah will scatter you among the peoples, and 
ye shall be left few in number among the nations, whither 
Jehovah shall lead you away. And there ye shall serve 
gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, which 
neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. But from thence 
ye shall seek Jehovah thy God, and thou shalt find him, 
when thou searchest after him with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul. When thou art in tribulation, and all these 
things are come upon thee, in the latter days thou shalt 
return to Jehovah thy God, and hearken unto his voice: 
for Jehovah thy God is a merciful God; he will not fail 
thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers which he sware unto them (Deut. 4:27-31). 


Centuries later, Amos even more specifically empha- 
sized this hope: 


And I will bring back the captivity of my people Israel, 
and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; 
and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 
thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit 
of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be (Continued on page 9) 
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ISRAEL’S TRANSGRESSION 


Continued from page 6) quest for an honest man; and 
Jeremiah declared to the Jewish “patriots” who were 
resisting Nebuchadnezzar that the king of Babylon 
was the Lord’s “servant” (25:9), that Jerusalem would 
certainly be taken by him, and that the Jews would 
go into captivity for seventy years. At the end of that 
time the Lord raised up Cyrus, whom He called “my 
shepherd” (Isa. 44:28); and Cyrus permitted the Jews 
to return to rebuild the temple. But it was only a 
believing remnant that returned; and they were subject 
to foreign rulers during most of the time that they 
\vere permitted to remain in the land of their fathers. 
Certainly the Old Testament teaches both prophetically 


tioned on obedience to Him who had given it to 
\braham his “friend” (Isa. 41:8). 


REPENTANCE A PREREQUISITE 


f\epentance was the condition of restoration to the land. 
Chis principle is stated with special clarity in Deu- 
teronomy 30:1-10. The words “and shalt return unto 
the Lord thy God and obey his voice” precede and 
condition the promise “then the Lord will turn thy 
captivity.” This condition may properly be said to 
underlie all the promises of restoration that appear 
later in the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
and others. And the course of history confirms it. It 
was when the people cried unto the Lord in the days 
of the Judges that He delivered them from their oppres- 
sors. Only a small remnant of the Ten Tribes Cnote 
Luke 2:36) returned with the believing Jews after the 
3abylonian captivity. A return in continued unbelief 
in Old Testament times would have been an act of 
defiance of their God who had driven them from the 
land because of their unbelief and disobedience to Him. 


DISPERSION A PUNISHMENT 


The destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and the re- 
sultant dispersion of the Jews was the punishment for 
their sin of rejecting and slaying their long-promised 
Messiah. Toward the end of his earthly ministry and 
in anticipation of his death, Jesus clearly foretold to 
the Jews the consequences of their failure to accept 
Him. In the parable of the wicked husbandmen, He 
told them, “The kingdom shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” 
‘Matt. 21:43). He foretold the utter destruction of 
the temple (Matt. 24:2) and declared that Jerusalem 
should be “trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). All 
of these predictions have been fulfilled or are still being 
fulfilled. The Jews have been scattered for centuries, 


Re 


their land has been possessed by strangers, the site 
of their temple has been occupied for centuries by 


the Mosque of Omar. 


NATIONALISM REBUKED 


Jesus proclaimed a Gospel which was the fulfillment of 
the original promise to Abraham: “In thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 
Speaking to Nicodemus He promised everlasting life 
to “whosoever” believed in Him (John 3:16). To the 
Samaritan woman He declared that the time was then 
come when men need not go to Jerusalem or to Gerizim 
to worship God, that wherever men worship “in spirit 
and in truth” their worship is acceptable (John 4:23). 
At Nazareth He made such effective use of the Old 
Testament to rebuke the narrow nationalism of the 
Jews that they sought to slay Him (Luke 4:23-29). 
After His passion and before His ascension, He com- 
bined his announcement of universal sovereignty with 
the command, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations” 
(Matt. 28:18-19). 

This world-embracing Gospel, an evangel that makes 
no distinction between Jew or Gentile, barbarian, 
Scythian, bond or free, was preached by the Apostles 
and especially by the Apostle Paul. The Christian 
Church was at first entirely Jewish. The great issue 
that came before it was not the admission of Jews but 
the admission of Gentiles into a church that was orig- 
inally Jewish. It was the great privilege of Paul to 
proclaim the “mystery” of the complete equality of 
Jew and Gentile in the Christian Church (Eph. 
3:1-13). It is quite true, and to the Church’s shame 
be it said, that for many centuries and even in our 
day she has failed to welcome the Jew into her com- 
munion. Instead she has hated him and “ghettoed” 
him. But despite her unfriendly attitude, many thou- 
sands of Jews have found their Messiah through the 
Church; and for all such the Jewish problem has been 
largely or wholly solved. 


LAND NO LONGER IMPORTANT 


Under the Christian dispensation the land, the city, 
and the temple have lost the importance that formerly 
attached to them. According to the Law of Moses it 
was almost a necessity for a believing Israelite to live 
in or near the land of Canaan. The tabernacle, and 
later the temple, was the center of worship for his 
people. He was required to go up to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the three annual feasts. For him Jerusalem 
and the temple had unique significance and importance. 
For the Christian, whether he be Gentile or Jew, all 
this is changed. A believing Jew is today as near heaven 
in the United States, where 5,000,000 of his fellow 
Israelites now live and apparently expect to continue 
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to live, as if he were in Jerusalem. An unbelieving 
Jew is just as far from Heaven in Jerusalem as he 
would be in New York or London. For the Christian, 
whether Jew or Gentile, the land of Palestine has a 
sentimental interest. But that is all. It is only the 
Jew who still lives more or less in the Old Testament 
dispensation who regards the possession of the land 
as important. And part of its importance to him is due 
to racial pride and nationalistic aspirations. There are 
many open spaces in the world, many friendly nations, 
in which oppressed Israelites can find a refuge and 
a home without imperiling the peace of the world. 


AN UNJUST RESTORATION 


lhe attempt to restore the Jews to Palestine has proved 
to be unjust in itself and highly dangerous to the peace 
of the world. The Balfour Proclamation of 1917 was 
a war measure. Even before Allenby had captured 
Jerusalem, it promised the Jews a home in Palestine. 
Since then the British under their mandate and the 
United Nations under the leadership of Great Britain 
and of the United States (which has in the four great 
cities of New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Boston 
nearly a third of the entire Jewish population of the 
world) have allowed unlimited immigration, have par- 
titioned Palestine between Jews and Arabs, and have 
allowed the Jews to extend their borders beyond the 
boundaries established by the UN General Assembly. 
Furthermore, they have taken no adequate steps to 
right the wrongs of the dispossessed Arabs, whose 
tragic condition fosters resentment and hate through- 
out the entire Moslem world. Palestine did not belong 
to the British. It did not and does not belong to the 
United Nations. The persecution of the Jews in 
Europe was a grievous act of injustice. But allowing 
the Jews to take possession of a large part of Palestine 
and to force hundreds of thousands of Arabs out of 
it is an equally grievous wrong. Two wrongs do not 
make a right. Israel’s demand that her occupation of 
a part of Palestine be accepted as a fait accompli and 
her obvious intention to bring in many more Jews and 
to increase her holdings in the land as need requires 
and opportunity offers naturally incense the Arabs. 
How could it be otherwise? 


OUGHT ISRAEL TO SUCCEED? 


It is not the purpose of this article to propose a solution 
of the snarl that has been allowed to develop in the 
Near East. But mention of a historical parallel may 
be instructive. More than eight hundred years ago, 
under the blessing of popes and priests, kings and 
knights and multitudes of misguided men—even women 
and children—sought for two centuries to “rescue” the 


holy places in Palestine from the hands of the infidels. 
“They made religion subservient to war and war sub- 
servient to religion.” The attempt failed. The Children’s 
Crusade was one of the greatest tragedies of history. 
Palestine remained until forty years ago a part of the 
Moslem world. We ask ourselves, ought the Crusades 
to have succeeded? The verdict of history seems to 
be, No! The fleshly sword of medieval chivalry was 
defeated by the scimitar of the followers of the False 
Prophet. We ask the same question about the present 
struggle over Palestine. Does the Israeli cause deserve 
to succeed? Should Christians be willing to plunge 
the nations into a third world conflict just to restore 
unbelieving Jews to, and to maintain them in, a land 
from which they were driven nearly two thousand 
years ago? We believe the verdict of history will be, 
No! May God grant that this verdict not be written 


in rivers of blood! END 





ISRAEL IN HER PROMISED LAND 


(Continued from page 7) plucked up out of their land 
which I have given them, saith Jehovah thy God (Amos 
9:14, 15). 


A PERMANENT POSSESSION 


That such a restoration should be permanent and not 
followed by another dispersion is clear from passages 
in the prophets, particularly Jeremiah: 
Behold, I will gather them out of all the countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my 
wrath, and in great indignation; and I will bring them 
again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely. And they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God: and I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of 
their children after them; and I will make an everlasting 
convenant with them, that I will not turn away from fol- 
lowing them, to do them good; and I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they may not depart from me. Yea, I 
will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant 
them in this land assuredly with my whole heart, and 
with my whole soul (Jer. 32:37-41; cf. 24:6). 
A century after the Mosaic period Jeremiah ex- 
horted apostate Jerusalem: 
At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of Je- 
hovah; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to 
the name of Jehovah, to Jerusalem: neither shall they 
walk any more after the stubborness of their evil heart. 
In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the 
house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the 
land of the north to the land that I gave for an inheri- 
tance unto your fathers (3:17,18; cf. 25:5). 


Ezekiel echoes the theme in the following context: 
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: I will gather you from the 


peoples, and assemble you out of the countries where ye 
have been scattered, and I will give you the land of 
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Israel. And they shall come thither, and they shall take 
away all the detestable things thereof and all the abomina- 
tions thereof from thence. And I will give them one 
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them 

a heart of flesh; that they may walk in my statutes, and 
keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be 
my people, and I will be their God (11:17-20). 

Although the word give is not used, Isaiah also stresses 
that Palestine is to be an abiding possession of Israel: 
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but Je- 
hovah will be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God 
thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall 
thy moon withdraw itself; for Jehovah will be thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
Thy people also shall be all righteous; they shall inherit 
the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work 

of my hands, that I may be glorified (60: 19-21). 
Joel likewise promises, “But Judah shall abide for ever, 
and Jerusalem from generation to generation” (3:20). 


THE PROMISE IS UNCANCELED 


This promise to Israel of Palestine as a permanent pos- 
session, often repeated in the Old Testament, is at no 
time canceled. Not only has the idea of Israel’s per- 
manent occupation remained unfulfilled, but other 
aspects of these promises are as yet unrealized. When 
has Israel ever enjoyed the permanent, uninterrupted 
peace and prosperity here promised? Rather, her his- 
tory has been among the saddest in the annals of an- 
cient peoples. Except for Solomon’s glorious reign, 
her records reveal not one century without Israel’s 
defeat by one of her enemies. Even during Solomon's 
day, taxes were so burdensome that upon his death 
this problem was presented to the new king by these 
distressed people. Because this complaint was not 
properly resolved Israel and Judah were separated 
and have remained so ever since. At no period has all 
Israel served the Lord in faithfulness and sincerity. 
That day is yet to come or scores of prophecies will 
never be fulfilled. 

If we take the unauthorized liberty of canceling these 
prophecies, why may we not with equal liberty cancel 
any other prophecy with which a particular theory 
would lead us to disagree? The promises regarding 
Canaan were made to one nation, Israel, and to no 
other; if this land is ever to enjoy the prophesied bless- 
ings, it will be only as believing Israel again inhabits 
that sacred territory. 


THE IMPORT OF THE NAMES 


The very names given this land are predictions, especi- 
ally Zechariah’s term, “the holy land” (2:12). It is 
called by Isaiah “Immanuel’s land” (8:8), land of 


Immanuel’s birth, where He died and, as an earlier 
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writer once said, “the scene of His labors and sorrows, 
of His shame and triumphs and the land where He will 
again plant His kingdom and reign with accumulated 
glory” (J. T. Bannerman, A survey of the Holy Land, 
Its Geography, History and Destiny, London, 1844, 
p. 12). Repeatedly the Lord refers to Palestine as 
“my land” (II Chron. 7:20; Isa. 14:25; Jer. 2:7; 16:18; 
Ezek. 36:5; 38:16; Joel 1:6; 3:2); once it is called 
“the Lord’s land” (Hosea 9:3). It is sometimes said 
that the New Testament practically ignores the sig- 
nificance of Palestine. This is contradicted by many 
passages. Only in the New Testament does the fre- 
quently used title for Palestine, “the land of promise,” 
occur (Heb. 11:9). 

In the four thousand years since the call of Abraham, 
Palestine has never fulfilled the implications of these 
divinely bestowed titles. In the books of Judges, Sam- 
uel, Kings, Chronicles and even Ezra and Nehemiah, 
is there any period in which this land displayed, from 
Dan to Beersheba, the holiness of God? When was 
God recognized by all Israelites living in that land as 
a holy and true God? In what reign did this land 
have abiding peace, its people walking in uncompro- 
mising righteousness? If the implications and promise 
of these names are fulfilled, it must be in a future day 
of “Holiness unto the Lord” (Zech. 14:20), when 
the laws of the Lord will be written on the fleshy tables 
of the hearts of God’s chosen people (Jer. 31:31-34). 


THE SACRED CITY 

The divinely given names of Palestine’s capital like- 
wise embrace promises and prophecies as yet unful- 
filled. Isaiah, for example, multiplies sacred titles for 
this city: “the city of Jehovah” (60:14), “the city of 
righteousness” (1:26), “the daughter of Zion” (1:8; 
4:4; 62:11, etc.), “the faithful city” (1:21,26), “Hep- 
zibah” (62:4), “the holy city” (48:2; 52:1; 64:10), 
“the holy mountain of Jehovah” (27:13; 66:20), “my 
city” (45:13), “my holy mountain” (11:9; 56:7; 57: 
13), and “Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (60:14). 
Never has Jerusalem known as many as forty successive 
years in which these names accurately express the pre- 
vailing conditions. Some day the nations of the world 
will go up to that city to learn the law. If Jerusalem is 
to be so central in the redemptive program of God at 
the end of this age, surely the land in which it is 
located will have equal significance. 

For centuries the scattered and persecuted people of 
Israel have looked toward Palestine with hope and 
expectation and with a prayer that God would restore 
them to the land promised to the patriarchs for a per- 
petual possession. 

No other people in history but the Hebrews have 


carried in their hearts, century after century, a love for 
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the land of their fathers which they themselves have 
never seen. And they have derived this hope of return 
not from Midrashic and fantastic interpretations, from 
Targums written long after the close of the canon of 
the Old Testament or from some obscure Talmudic 
tradition, but directly from the Word of God. Even 
before a powerful league of nations or royal commis- 
sions, the Jewish people plead not a mere hope or 
imaginary right but these prophetic Scriptures. In 
1937, David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the Executive 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, was testifying be- 
fore the British Royal Commission. Lord Peel, chair- 
man of the Commission, had remarked, “The mandate 
is your Bible.” To this Mr. Ben-Gurion replied: “The 
Bible is our mandate. The mandate of the League is 
only a recognition of this right and did not establish 
new things.” 

The proclamation of the state of Israel on May 14, 
1948, began with these stirring words: “The land of 
Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here 
their spiritual, religious and national identity was 
formed. Here they achieved independence and created 
a culture of national and universal significance. Here 
they wrote and gave the Bible to the world. Exiled 
from Palestine, the Jewish people remained faithful 
to it in all the countries of their dispersion, never ceas- 


ing to pray and hope for their return and the restora- 
tion of their national freedom.” 






Finally, the last eight years testify that Palestine 
needed the Jews for prosperity and plenty. Anyone who 
saw the pitiful barrenness and poverty of that land 
even thirty years ago, and has seen the land more re- 
cently, recognizes that the Arab was a curse to the land, 
showing no advancement in agricultural methods for 
two thousand years. Today not only are nearly two 
million Jews feeding that land, but there is such a 
surplus of some products that Israel must now find an 
outlet for the sale of excess food. There has been a 
greater advance in prosperity and culture in Israel in 
the last decade than was evidenced in the eighteen 
hundred years preceding it. 


THE GLORY TO COME 

The names of Palestine, the prophecies regarding Pales- 
tine, the disappointing history of the Jews in Palestine 
in ancient times and events in the newly created state 
of Israel bear a united, indisputable testimony to the 
fact that the greatest glory this land has ever seen will 
yet be unfolded. Jerusalem shall truly become a city of 
peace, and the people of God will dwell in unwalled 
villages, each man sitting in quietness and confidence 
under his own tree. This will be God’s victory for 
that portion of the earth which He has called His own 
land. No anti-Semitism, no wars, no unbelief, no 
pogroms, not Antichrist himself will be able to prevent 


the fulfillment of these divinely given promises. END 





Refusing Responsibility 


“Then I said unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break it off. So the) 


gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf” (Ex. 32:24). 


ot often does the preacher find it proper or help- 
ful to quote a poet like Ogden Nash. Neverthe- 
less, I find myself listening in memory to a couplet of 
his which, like so much that he writes, is accompanied 
by a mischievous twinkle of the eye: 
Why did the Lord give us agility 
If not to escape responsibility 
That is one man’s biting satire on a gravely widespread 


Paul S. Rees is an alumnus of University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, which conferred the honorary doctor of divinity degree 
upon him in recognition of his gifts. Since 1938 he has been 
Pastor of First Covenant Church of Minneapolis, which has 
about 1500 members. He has 18 years of continuous broad- 
casting experience and is author of seven books. 


tendency of our time—the tendency to run away from 
life’s demands instead of meeting them with willing 
shoulders. 

The same thing has been said in chaste but challeng- 
ing prose by Elton Trueblood in The Life We Prize. 
After reminding us that the heavy strain under which 
modern life must be lived is essentially the same for 
all of us but that the reactions to this strain differ 
sharply in different persons, he says: “It appears that 
the most common reaction is that of some form of 
escape, and especially the effort to escape responsibility.” 

Although there is no comfort in it, there is perhaps 
instruction in the fact that this shabby way of treating 
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life and the Lord of life is not altogether new. To this 
our text can testify—it goes back three thousand years. 


DESCRIPTION OF FAILURE 


Consider, then, the description of Aaron’s failure as we 
have it in biblical history. 

Only three months earlier the people of Israel had 
left Egypt. God had drawn a curtain over the four 
dismal centuries they had spent there. Now they were 
encamped over against Mount Sinai on their way to 
the Promised Land. Already Moses had made one 
ascent into the solemn heights of the mountain, 
returning with the Ten Commandments. 

Again he is lost in the unapproachable splendor of 
Sinai, this time to receive a revelation from God as 
to the order of worship that the people are to follow. 
Before his six weeks’ absence had run its course, the 
people grew restless. Where was he? Why so long 
withdrawn from them? Was he dead or alive? 

In this restlessness they conceived the idea of holding 
a festival. Since Aaron was second in command, would 
he make them an image around which they might 
have a religious dance? We may be sure that he was 
not for it. The pity is that he wasn’t firmly against it. 

Under his supervision golden earrings were collected 
and melted down. From this molten gold a calf was 
fashioned. Aaron then built an altar in front of the calf 
and offered sacrifices. 

Whether this was primarily a violation of the first 
commandment or of the second is a matter I make 
no attempt to settle. Each view has its advocates. If 
the sacrifice to the calf meant that the people were 
giving up Jehovah, then certainly it was flying in the 
face of the law they had just accepted: “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.” 

If, as some believe, it was an effort to hold on to 
Jehovah and to mingle with spiritual worship the visible 
image of deity, then it was a transgression against the 
law that says, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image.” We may not be able to read all of their 
thought. What we know is where their conduct led 
them. Their dancing became reveling. Their reveling 
became their shame. Their shame exposed them to 
the leering gaze of their pagan enemies. 

In the midst of this disgusting spectacle Moses ap- 
peared. He “saw that the people had broken. loose 
[for Aaron had let them break loose, to their shame 
among their enemies” (Ex. 32:25)]. The stern chal- 
lenge that Moses flung at Aaron is set down in verse 
21: “What did this people unto thee, that thou brought 
so great a sin upon them?” 

To which the red-faced Aaron offered the feeble, 
flustered reply: “Let not the anger of my lord wax 
hot: thou knowest the people, that they are set on 
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mischief” (Ex. 32:22). 

Then comes a further build-up of self-defense, after 
which Aaron says, in the words of our text: “I said 
unto them, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break 
it off. So they gave it me: then I cast it into the fire, 
and there came out this calf.” 

Aaron was a good man, whose name was to become 
famous as the founder of the priestly line in Israel, but 
in that hour Aaron was a weakling. It was cowardly 
of him to refuse responsibility for his part in Israel’s sin. 

Cowardly or not, he did it; and, cowardly or not, 
you and I in one way or another are sorely tempted 
to soften down or sneak around this tall, titanic fact 
of responsible living. Under God we are accountable 
not only for the evil we may do or condone but for 
the good we might achieve or encourage. Let cabbages 
be vegetables, let animals be bundles of instincts, but 
let men know, creatures of God as they are, that the 
Lord of life will one day reckon with them for the 
way they have handled themselves and others. Let 
them know, too, that over the Day of Judgment is 
written: “No Excuses Accepted.” 


DIRECTIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY 


In view of this, it would be helpful to look around 
at the directions in which the lines of responsibility run. 

To start with, there is our responsibility for our- 
selves. However we got here, whatever we find here, 
one thing is certain: we have ourselves on our hands. 
That's something that won't be changed by motoring 
to Miami or flying to Rio or taking a drawing room 
to Southern California. “For every man shall bear 
his own burden” (Gal. 6:15). Just that bluntly did 
St. Paul express it long ago, meaning centrally, I take 
it, the burden of responsibility. Professor Hocking ex- 
presses the same idea when he says: “Other creatures 
nature could largely finish: the human creature must 
finish himself.” “Therefore,” to quote St. Paul again, 
“thou are inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art 
that judgest” (Rom. 2:1). 

Or, take the family, the first and closest social 
organism in which our relationships spell responsibility. 
Between husband and wife, mutually, there’s a love 
to be given, a care to be exercised, a loyalty to be 
guarded. Between parents and children there’s a table 
to be spread, a wardrobe to be furnished, a set of 
physical, emotional and spiritual habits to be fash- 
ioned, a system of responsible sharing to be worked 
out. It was a thoughtful father who said that he 
purposely delayed, by a year or two, the installation 
of an automatic heating plant because he wanted his 
teen-age son to gain experience by getting up at an 
early hour and firing the coal-burning furnace. Today's 
irresponsible homes are the spawning grounds for 
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tomorrow's juvenile deliquents and day-after-tomor- 
row’s shiftless citizens or chronic criminals. 

Still another line of responsibility runs into the 
schoolroom. It is easy enough for us to say that the 
school is responsible for the child. What we need to 
see more clearly is that part of that responsibility 
consists of making the child feel responsible for the 
school—responsible, in a measure, for its cleanliness, its 
physical care and upkeep and, in larger part, for the 
classroom atmosphere, for the grades he will receive 
and for the progress he will make. 

Again, there is responsibility as it relates to one’s 
work. Usually, to start with, it takes the form of 
what one owes to his employer. Later the tables may 
be turned and the duty is that of an employer toward 
his employees. In either case, of course, there must 
be recognition that these responsibilities are mutual. 
When employers frequently fall back on injunctions 
and employees frequently fall back on strikes, it 
takes no expert economist to tell that somewhere the 
sense of responsibility has broken down. Nor will the 
trouble be cured merely by laws and penalties. There 
must be a new spirit, a different disposition. 

Or, once more, there is community responsibility. 
Whose concern is it that we shall have decent hous- 
ing, proper sanitation, good schools, respectable gov- 
ernment, a healthy moral climate? There is only one 
intelligent answer: it is everyone’s concern. It is 
when this simple, basic fact is forgotten, when, in 
short, responsibility is shirked, that government rots, 
gangsters have a field day, vice flourishes and com- 
munity standards deteriorate. 

Let me name only one more direction in this sur- 
vey of our responsibilities. It is the church. I’m not 
quite satisfied with this way of expressing my thought. 
Actually, what we owe the church is not just one 
of many responsibilities. What we owe the church 
and her Divine Head, Jesus Christ, should be the 
center of all our concern. 

This gripped me powerfully the other morning as 
[ was reading the fourth chapter of Ephesians. Christ’s 
gifts and appointmerts to the church, says Paul, were 
for “the equipment of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we 
all attain unto.the unity of the faith and of the know!- 
edge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful 
wiles. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ” Cvv. 12-15, RSV). 


Not one of us has reached this goal. Until we have, 





we had better put the church first on our list of 
loyalties and responsibilities. 

Go back to that phrase “responsible living.” It is 
inescapable. Ourselves, our families, our schools, our 
jobs, our communities, the church of Jesus Christ 
our Lord—these circle us with claims we dare not 
deny. They lay upon us obligations we shun only 
at our peril. 

Yet, shun them we do. Aaron did, long, long ago. 
Some of you have done it within the week. How? 


DEVICES FOR EVASION 


Let's think next of the devices that we commonly 
use as we follow feeble Aaron down the road of re- 
fusing responsibility. 

For one thing, it is frequently a trick of ours, as 
it was Aaron’s, to blame natural forces for our fail- 
ures. Mark Aaron’s words: “I cast it (the gold) into 
the fire and there came out this calf.” Don’t blame 
me, the accused man seems to say; blame the fire. 
When the heat had done its work, this idol happened 
to be the result. 

Moses’ comrade never looked so little as in the 
moment when that piece of sophistry escaped his lips. 
What of the pattern he had cut out for the idol? 
What about the graving tool he had used? No men- 
tion of these! Instead, the complaint is that by the 
play of natural forces, by the prankish effect of the 
fire, this image was produced over which Israel had 
corrupted itself. 

You know the modern equivalent of such weakling 
talk, don’t you? You get it in crude form in the 
popular song of some months ago—“Doing What 
Comes Naturally.” You get it in somewhat more re- 
fined form in many current novels. You get it in a 
still more sophisticated version in some—by no means 
all—half-baked courses in psychology. In gist it says: 
Nature made me this way; I have these urges and 
drives; it’s really not my fault if I run counter to 
old-fashioned morals, which after all were foisted on 
the people by frustrated priests and old maids. 

So a man who has been untrue to his wife, while 
admitting mildly that he has caused a tangle, says to 
a minister, self-defendingly, “I did exactly what other 
men in my position would have done.” The urge was 
there; I simply satisfied it. 

Actually such nonsense is not modern. It is as 
old as Esau selling his birthright for a mess of pottage. 
It makes man an animal reacting to stimuli instead of 
a person responding to challenge. It takes no notice 
of what Jesus Christ said: “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). 


What is more, it takes (Continued on page 34) 
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Barth's Doctrine of the Buble 


G. W. BROMILEY 


Tt is a most happy coincidence that the celebration 
[ of Karl Barth’s seventieth birthday should have 
seen the completion of the translation of the sec- 
ond part of Volume I of his Dogmatics. The English- 
speaking world has had to wait almost twenty years 
for this continuation of the series, although it is hoped 
that the other volumes on the doctrines of God, Crea- 
tion, Reconciliation and Redemption can now fol- 
low in fairly regular sequence. But the importance 
of the initial volume has not diminished, for it is 
here in his Prolegomena that Barth lays the foundation 
with his doctrine of the Word of God. In particular, 
the second part volume treats in some detail of Holy 
Scripture, and contains a full and balanced state- 
ment of Barth’s maturer doctrine of the Bible. It 
is with this specific topic that we are to deal in the 
present discussion. 


SETTING OF BARTH’S EXPOSITION 


First, we must note the general setting of Barth's doc- 
trine of Scripture within his general treatment of the 
divine Word. It follows the long chapter on the revela- 
tion of God as a work of the Trinity, and precedes 
a concluding chapter on the proclamation of the 
Church. In other words, as the Word written, Scrip- 
ture is preceded by the Word revealed and followed 
by the Word preached. The chapter on Scripture 
CI, 2, pp. 457-695 E.T.) is itself divided into three 
main sections, each of which has two sub-sections. 
The doctrine of inspiration is handled in the first sec- 
tion, “The Word of God for the Church,” under the 

iore detailed headings “Scripture as a Witness to 
divine Revelation” and “Scripture as the Word of 
God.” The other sections are devoted to questions of 
authority and freedom, and although they have their 
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own importance, we may discount them for our pres- 
ent purpose. 

It is a pity that considerations of space do not allow 
a more rigorous analysis of this first section (pp. 457- 
537). All that we can do for the moment is to indicate 
some of the main points that are made, listing the valu- 
able emphases and marking the points which call for 
criticism or query. A consideration to bear in mind 
is that the whole of this volume was written almost 
twenty years ago, and it may well be suspected that 
in some respects Barth himself might place the em- 
phasis differently if he were to rewrite the work today. 
At any rate, there is a marked shift in his doctrine of 
reconciliation (IV, 1) in answer to the wholesale sub- 
jectivisation of Bultmann. 


BEYOND THE LIBERAL VIEW 


We may begin with some confident endorsements. 
For example, the practice of the Church is often 
better than its theory in the acceptance of Scripture’s 
authority. And it is as well to start from the fact of 
biblical supremacy as Barth himself does. The doc- 
trine of the Canon is also thoroughly in the tradition 
of the Reformation—even to the point of admitting 
that the Church’s decision might conceivably be over- 
thrown by the self-authentication of newly-found 
documents. Barth thinks of this only in terms of pos 
sibility, his main point being that the Church’s judg- 
ment is fallible as such and can only follow the self 
witness of Scripture. A further point is the definition 
of Scripture primarily in terms of witness. This is 
contested in some quarters as depreciatory of the true 
nature of Scripture. But it is difficult to see how the 
concept can legitimately be resisted, for we must ch 
viously safeguard the primacy of God, and especial!y 
of the Logos, in and over Scripture, and Jesus Himself 
refers to the Old Testament Scriptures in these terms: 
“They are they which testify of me” (John 5:39). It 
is worth noting that Barth categorically asserts the 
uniqueness of Scripture in this capacity. The in- 
definite article “a” is added in the English title to the 
first sub-section to give it a more natural ring, but 
it is not actually in the German, and Barth goes out 
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of his way to scotch the widely circulated caricature 
that the Holy Spirit “might” use other books and make 
them the Word of God to various individuals. In 
Barth’s theology there is no space for this kind of 
“might.” The truth is that the Holy Spirit does not do 
so. Only the Bible is a primary witness and therefore 
the Word of God. Christian preaching and literature 
may also be secondary witness and therefore the Word 
of God too, but, as Barth points out later, they are this 
only in strict subordination to Scripture. The holy 
books of other religions or philosophies are ruled out 
in toto. 


ROLE OF BIBLICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS 


Another important and welcome contention is that a 
truly historical study of the Bible demands an accep- 
tance of the Biblical presuppositions and teaching. It 
is not enough to try to use “historicist” methods, for 
the Bible is an interpretation and demands a wider de- 
cision. To try to sift out the “historical” elements from 
the theological is ipso facto to reject the latter and 
therefore to become unhistorical in the wider and 
deeper sense. The matter cuts very deep, for in this 
as in all our dealings with God we must allow our 
study to be determined by its object, i.e., Jesus Christ 
Himself, and therefore as far as possible accept only 
the biblical presuppositions. Barth realizes that this 
is not easy. That is why he is mild enough in his 
strictures on the Aristotelianism or Cartesianism of 
many of the seventeenth century divines. But he is 
surely right in principle. If the Bible is so important, 
it must be the Bible in terms of itself, not the Bible 
in terms of a current or traditional philosophy, how- 
ever imposing. No wonder that Barth reminds us 
that genuine reading of the Bible is possible only in 
obedient humility, and therefore with prayer. 


COMPROMISE OF RELIABILITY 


When he comes to the historical reliability of the Bible, 
Barth is not quite so happy. He allows himself to make 
rather sweeping and categorical judgments which he 
mostly ignores in his own practice and which seem 
largely designed to clear him from a possible charge 
of Fundamentalism. He does not actually discuss these 
matters in detail, but takes it that the historical 
deficiencies belong to the human side of the divine 
word in Scripture. How far the christological analogy 
allows us to adopt this attitude is a query to which we 
may return. For the moment, however, we may ob- 
ject that Barth seems to commit the very error of 
judging Scripture which he had formerly rejected, 
and that he uses the presuppositions of historicism to 
do it. If his criticisms of an unhistorical historicism 
are justified, as they may well be, it is surely puzzling 


that Barth adopts this attitude. On the other hand, 
if we are to make historicist judgments, we must treat 
each case on its merits, and miracles especially will 
constitute a permanent stumbling block. All in all, 
the remarks on errors, and so forth, seem very like 
lip-service to current notions, but the matter evidently 
needs to be thought through with rather greater rigor. 


INSPIREDNESS VERSUS INSPIRATION 


We may now turn to inspiration proper, and here the 
main contention of Barth is that attention has been 
too conclusively directed to the given fact of inspira 
tion, i.e., what he calls the inspiredness of the Bible. 
In a valuable historical survey he shows how very 
quietly this aspect came to the forefront, and naturally 
resulted in rigid and sometimes docetic views of in- 
spiration. As he sees it, it was a hardening in this 
direction, and the consequent attempt to prove ra- 
tionally the integrity of Scripture, which led to the 
reaction of Liberalism. A better way indicated by the 
Reformers was not followed by their successors. This 


better way, while it involved the traditional doctrine, 
consisted primarily in a new emphasis on the dynamic 
operation of the Holy Spirit. And it is this way which 
Barth himself attempts to follow. The all-important 
thing in inspiration, as Barth sees it, is the present 


action of the Spirit giving life and actuality to the 
apostolic and prophetic word as it is heard and read. 
In other words, inspiration is not an attribute or state. 
It is an event. This event has happened in the past, 
so that we can look back to it; and it will happen again 
in the future, so that we can also look forward to it. 
Inspiration itself, however, is the present act between 
this recollection and expectation. It is the divine act 
which cannot be seized or stated because as soon as 
it takes place it becomes again the past which we rec- 
ollect, and the future which we expect. This is the 
heart of Barth’s doctrine of inspiration, and it is by 
this assertion that it must ultimately stand or fall. 

We must not misunderstand Barth does not 
envisage it as a thoroughgoing subjectivisation. It is 
not just as the act in me that inspiration is important. 
Nor is this an unrelated 
referred strictly to the 


It is as the act of God in me. 
and capricious act. It is 
revelation of God in Jesus Christ and its attestation 
These are 
given facts which stand outside the momentary act. 
It is also to be remembered that the recollection and 


in Old and New Testament Scripture. 


expectation are of definite events of inspiration, not 
only in our own lives, but also in those of others. Even 
in his dynamic and subjective preference, Barth plainly 
does not intend that the doctrine should be subjec- 
tivized and therefore undermined. 

At the same time, the teaching is not immune from 
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serious criticism. In the first place there is the biblical 
objection. Barth attempts to sustain his thesis by an 
exegesis of the two main texts, in I Timothy and II 
Peter, and passages in I and II Corinthians. But his 
attempts to read into the passages on inspiration a 
movement from recollection to expectation—with the 
assertion of inspiration between—are not a very con- 
vincing exposition; and although there is a valuable 
truth in his understanding of II Corinthians 3, it 
seems to be given a disproportionate emphasis in rela- 
tion to the whole. Again, the historical argument is 
not by any means conclusive. No doubt a rationalized 
orthodoxy did contribute to the rationalistic revolt. But 
so, too, did the false subjectivism of the various “Inner 
Light” movements. And while the Reformers em- 
phasized the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, they did 
not abandon a strict doctrine of inspired authorship. 
lo be sure, they knew better than to try to prove, 
ind therefore to master, the truth and authority of 
the Bible. Its ultimate validity lay in its true Author 
and Expositor. But all the same, the fact that it had 
this Author and Expositor meant that it was itself an 
inspired test, and this is presupposed in all Reforma- 
tion discussion. At any rate, the evidence may be 
read in different ways and cannot therefore be pressed 
in support of any particular interpretation. 


DOES THE CHRISTOLOGICAL ANALOGY HOLD? 


But the understanding gives rise to the very basic 
questions which we have to address to Barth’s teach- 
ing. Before we pursue this, we will return briefly to 
the earliest question of the christological analogy. As 
Barth puts it, the human phrasing of the Bible corre- 
sponds to the human nature of Christ as the divine 
\Vord in the Bible does to the divine. But he will 
not allow that there is a corresponding unity of “per- 
son.” The unity of words in the Bible is a unity of 
special divine act. This is a distinction of great im- 
portance, and it is worth noting that it was a distinc- 
tion drawn by the Reformers (e.g., implicitly by 
Zwingli and quite explicitly by Cranmer) in the paral 
lel doctrine of the sacraments. Indeed, we may say 
that in certain respects it is a necessary and inevitable 
distinction. But can we really press it quite so far as 
Barth does, or in the same direction? Is it a genuine 
basis for ascribing historical error to the Bible, or 
virtually rejecting its objective inspiration? 


PRIORITY OF INSPIRATION 


At this point, the question merges into the second, 
whether the term inspiration is correctly used of the 
internal work of the Spirit in relation to the hearers 
and readers. Barth is undoubtedly right that this is 


necessarily complementary to the work of the Holy 
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Spirit in the authors. An inspired Bible is of little 
value unless it comes alive for the reader—just as 
Christ Himself must be perceived and known as 
Christ if His gracious work is to avail for us. Yet 
the fact remains that as Christ was and is the Son 
of God and Savior irrespective of our human response, 
so too the Bible was inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
is therefore God’s Word even if hearing we do not 
hear. And in the Bible it is surely the case that in- 
spiration is used primarily of the act of the Holy Spirit 
in and through the authors, not the readers. By ex- 
tension it may also be used in reference to the read- 
ers. But although it is a work done through the text, 
it is really a work done in the readers rather than 
the text. It is a work of enlightenment or illumination 
rather than inspiration. We may be grateful to Barth 
that he has directed our attention again to this aspect. 
We may join in prayer that the Spirit will breathe 
upon the Word and thus “inspire” it to us and for us. 
But we have still to recognise, have we not, that there 
is a prior work to which this present work is correla- 
tive, that the Spirit breathes upon a word which He 
has already inbreathed through the prophetic and apos- 
tolic authors. Otherwise it may be doubted whether 
all the safeguards that Barth genuinely proposes will 
preserve us from a final, radical subjectivism. 


END 
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A QUESTION OF ENDURANCE 


EARLY IN MY MINISTRY I was called to conduct the 
funeral for the wife of one of the church members. She 
was not a member and never attended, having been ill 
for a long time. I had not been on the field long and 
was not well acquainted with the families in the church. 

The funeral was held in January and shortly after, the 
husband of the deceased left for Florida. 

[ did not see him again, until one extremely hot aft- 
ernoon in August. Meeting him on the street, I tried 
to be cordial and concerned, though I could not re- 
member just what the situation was in his life. I had 
a faint recollection of his wife’s illness, but had forgotten 
her death. So, after a moment's greeting, I asked, “How 
is your wife standing the heat?”—Dr. F. H. Jonson, 


Pastor, Central Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio. 
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n an afterlife, H. L. Mencken is an intriguing idea. 
He always hoped there would be none, but he did 
say—when he realized he would not get everything 
done—that it would be nice to have one life for observa- 
tion and another for comment. He felt, though, that a 
place where there would be no sinning people—even 
preachers—would be boring indeed; there would be 
nothing to laugh at! 

Wherever he is now, Mencken is passe as far as this 
world is concerned. And with him lie many of his 
radical ideas. Along with speak-easies and the village 
atheist, he represents an era gone. 

And most Christians are glad. United States 1956 
with its fashionable churchgoing and its staid approval 
of evangelists makes quicker soil for growing Chris- 
tians than the humus that Mencken stirred around 
Bryan. But though the soil seems to produce rapid 
growth, this may be the rocky ground of which Jesus 
spoke as producing plants that could not bear adversity. 

Churchgoing America 1956 prefers the millions who 
quietly snooze in church pews to the one who threw 
brickbats at the stained glasss. And one can hardly 
blame them. But even from the grave Mencken's 
missiles may stir Christians today—and perhaps even 
toughen them. 

How irritated he would be if some of his brickbats 
became solid building blocks! 

No one would accuse Mencken—the cynic, the 
cocky, the iconoclast, the sceptic, the impious, the ar- 
rogant, the irreverent, the blasphemer—of consciously 
backing Christianity or helping Christians. It would 
he unkind! And yet in what he said was so much 
basic truth that he often defended what are Christian 
ideas despite himself. Though he stood a long way 
from the church, some of the bricks he threw at re- 
ligious superficiality, at hyprocrisy, at pious dishon- 
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esty are the same bricks that Jesus used, the same ones 
His followers must handle if they would build the 
church by His standards. 

Mencken said much that needs to be said today— 
both to Christians and to those who go along on the 
1956 Religion Bandwagon just for the ride. 


MENCKEN AND THE SUPERNATURAL 

For one thing, Mencken insisted that Christianity was 
basically supernaturalistic. With telling thrusts he 
made his point again and again that it was based on 
supernaturalistic revelation, not philosophy or science. 

And this is a point old-fashioned Modernists all 
too often ignored. Mencken never forgot (many pro- 
fessing Christians do) that Christianity teaches that 
“without faith it is impossible to please God.” 

Of course, supernaturalism was to Mencken super- 
stition. God and ghosts, hell preaching and snake oil 
for rheumatism—they were all the same; and there 
was as much evidence for witches as for immortality. 
“Faith may be defined briefly,” he said, “as an illogical 
belief in the occurrence of the improbable.” Since he 
felt he did not accept anything on faith, every Christian 
was, ipso facto, a fool, since being a Christian de- 
manded acceptance of the supernatural by faith. 

Obviously Mencken was not proselytizing for Chris- 
tianity when he thus insisted on the supernaturalism 
of Christianity. But he drew the line clean in a way 
many with more claims to Christian truth than he 
could well emulate. 

Mencken saw Christ’s supernatural Resurrection as 
central to Christian doctrine and demanded to know 
if it really happened. If it did, he admitted, there 
might be something to Christianity. If not—and of 
course he chose that side—it was “sheer nonsense.” 

He said he preferred science to theology, but he 
honestly admitted that science too left “dark spots.” 

The whole matter of Mencken at the Scopes trial 
was concerned with the same idea. To Mencken, 
Evolution removed the necessity of supernaturalistic 
creation and was therefore the only reasonable answer 
to the conundrum of man’s presence on this planet. 
Since he felt it was obvious that the Bible taught su- 
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pernaturalistic creation, Evolution proved Christianity 
again a fool's philosophy. In the same way he believed 
Copernicus’ discovery not only proved that the earth 
revolved around the sun but also that the “Old Tes- 
tament was rubbish” instead of revelation. There is 
little indication that he would have been intrigued by 
the problems of metaphor, myth, and symbol that con- 
temporary Christian thinkers struggle with. If the 
angel blew from the “four corners of the earth,” then 
the earth was square; and, since it had been proved 
not to be, then the Bible was false and irrelevant. 
Within his naturalistic presuppositions there could 
have been no honest alternative in any event. 

Men are civilized, Mencken said, in proportion to 
their readiness to doubt. The larger a man’s stock of 
faith and “adamantine assurances,” the more stupid 
he was in Mencken’s eyes. Perhaps there would be 
fewer wrangles and splits in Protestant churches if 
Christians reserved their faith and “adamantine as- 
surances” for the essential and supernaturalistic ele- 
ments of their faith and allowed some of Mencken's 
doubt to creep into their vociferously held opinions on 
other matters. 

Mencken sometimes seems to be battling wind- 
mills or adolescents converted last Saturday night— 
youths who know the seven steps to becoming and 
remaining Christian and are sure that these cover 
everything necessary. Mencken seems to think that 
all Christians, like enthusiastic youths, believe they 
can reason out or know the answer to every question. 
He’s there to assure them that they can’t. But not all 
Christians are as stupid as he makes them out; some 
not only hold to the Christian truth which the human 
mind can understand but also unabashedly believe 
the Christian revelation of those things which have 
not “entered into the heart of man.” 


WORDS FROM THE SILENCE 


Mencken's pronouncements and example in regard to 
the use of words is another way he can speak to Chris- 
tians even from the grave. He has been called the 
greatest prose stylist America has produced. He loved 
to shock and overstate. He insisted on being read. 
\nd he worked at finding a vital idiom that would 
arouse interest. He wanted American language for 
Americans. He liked the specific, concrete, even vul- 
gar word because it got the meaning across sharply. 
This is the impulse that provides a new rendering 
of the Bible every few years. This is the contention 
of teachers of English and of religious journalism or 
creative writing in Christian colleges when they red- 
pencil out the religious cliche and the jargon that is 
meaningless to the uninitiated and worn out to the rest. 
Mencken tried a body blow to religious shibboleths 
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by using cliches for satiric purposes—e.g., signing his 
letters “I pray for you constantly.” 

Christian writers almost without exception can learn 
in Mencken’s school. Vital truth deserves vital garb. 


IDEAS THAT SMASH IDOLS 


Obviously it was not his language alone that made 
Mencken readable and also read. He had ideas and 
he scattered them freely although he said that the 
average man prefers cliches and resents new thoughts. 
Mencken knew how to ask questions. Few Christians 
—even the propagandists—excel in either of these areas. 
What campus pastor can hold a group of sophomores 
spellbound for twenty minutes of listening the way 
Mencken could through a long essay? And then give 
them enough for a week's bull sessions in addition? 
If one can, let him then try a group of Saturday night 
stein wavers like those Mencken delighted every week! 
Admittedly it is easier to be exciting when one’s 
ideas are iconoclastic like Mencken’s. But there are 
some things in Christianity that might smash a few 
idols too if they were preached interestingly. And 
what Christian would be ready to admit that Chris- 
tianity is potentially less exciting than Menckenism? 
You name it and Mencken had an idea on it—lan- 
guage, politics, food, literature, liquor, religion, music, 
minorities, liberty, democracy, Puritanism, sex, the 
theater, etiquette, prohibition, and a hundred others. 
And if he didn’t have an idea—or more especially 
if he did have—he could ask a good question, particu- 
larly about Christianity and its application. He asked 
the tough questions professing Christians often don't 
dare ask: Is Christianity a matter of deeds or beliefs? 
How far can human reason go? Can a man be a 
hypocrite and a Christian at the same time? Why do 
mission bums listen to the preaching? Who is quali. 
fied to censor the press? How do we know that God 
hasn’t turned the world over to a lesser deity to op 
erate? What was the origin of the double standard? 
What is the psychological basis of commercial moral- 
ity? Why do churchmen believe it unlucky to meet 
a black cat and lucky to find a pin? What happens 
at death? Why are artists so often scoundrels? Is the 
soul merely the product of wishful thinking? How 
does a man decide to be a martyr for a religious belief? 
What could not a Menckenesque Christian — 
preacher or teacher or parlor conversationalist—do for 
the Christian cause? 


ONE DAY AT A TIME 


Though he may not have realized it—and would 
surely have been irritated to have it pointed out—Menc- 
ken agreed with Jesus that men ought to live one day 
at a time. He declared that he woke every morning to 
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an interesting life in which there were still men who 
were “worse asses’ than he! His version of the day-by- 
day walk—to get through life with the least possible 
pain and the most possible entertainment—is different 
from Christ's “sufficient unto the day is the evil there- 
of” in its selfishness but not in its emphasis on living 
one day at a time. 

With this idea, it is foregone that Mencken would 
be hard on the pie-in-the-sky boys who live not for today 
but only for the rewards of the future. He declared 
that a mountebank who thought only of “tomorrow’s 
cakes” would be less dangerous with power than a 
“prophet and martyr” living for rewards in heaven. 

In this he turns the light of truth on the profess- 
ing Christian who is merely in it for what he can get— 
who tithes because he believes he will become richer, 
who serves the church for fifty years so that he may 
wear a crown for eternity—the irreligious of the class 
of Peter when he asked, “What then shall we have?” 
The tragedy of Mencken was of course that he missed 


entirely the biggest thing in the life lived one day at 
a time. 


THE ART OF PUNCTURING FRAUDS 


For all his exaggeration and posing—he apparently often 
took the side least likely to succeed simply for kicks— 
Mencken was refreshingly honest on important issues. 
He curried favor with no one and punctured frauds 
wherever he found them. He did not aim for pop- 
ularity; he aimed for truth and scorned those who, he 
felt, did not. 

He believed that religion hurt clear, honest thinking. 
He felt that religious people cared nothing for the 
truth so long as they retained “a hopeful and pleasant 
frame of mind.” That he was shockingly close to right 
can be easily demonstrated by the perusal of a dozen 
stories in so-called “Christian literature’—papers and 
books produced by religious presses. With sickening 
monotony they present a world where life is pleasant 
for the good, where sinners are few and soon fail, die, 
or get converted, where the Christian—especially the 
preacher—can do no wrong. Mencken, along with old 
and new orthodoxy alike, saw men as sinners. “Man is 
inherently vile,” he said, “but he is never so vile as 
when he is trying to disguise and deny his vileness.” 

Mencken hated hypocrisy and untruth. And he 
made no bones about it. 

Though he had no time for the homo boobus, Menc- 
ken loved individual liberty. And he fought hard for 
it. Whether the ban was Prohibition or a statute pre- 
venting the election of Socialists, the prosecution of 
young people who talked against war, the prevention of 
the teaching of Evolution, or Boston’s Watch and Ward 
Society’s Index, he battled. He was willing to suffer 








personal loss when he felt that the personal liberties 
of others were at stake. 

In our day when religion is popular we too often 
forget that it was individuals whom Christ came to 
free—not majorities that He came to enslave. We for 
get too that it behooves us to defend the freedom of 
minorities in every age because we are bound to be a 
minority ourselves, since “few there be who find” the 
Way. 

What Mencken overlooked, of course, is that even 
the minority sometimes champions a freedom that is 
only a form of slavery after all, and that Christ alone 
frees man from moral bondage. 


GIBES OF A TAMED CYNIC 


Mencken is dead. And so are many of his opinions. 
But his scorn of hypocrisy and dishonesty, his insist- 
ence on human liberty, his daring to ask questions, his 
clear and pungent language, his insistence on straight 
thinking—these still live. And they lived—perhaps less 
colorfully—in his day too because they are basically 
Christian. 

From his grave even Mencken can help Christians— 
and even with his brickbats. He can help insofar as 
he speaks truth. But the Christian must go beyond 
Mencken’s negations to the positive message which was 
Christ’s as well—that the supernatural exists and that 
in it there are answers. 

If we do, Mencken may really (though unwittingly) 
help undo the work of a life spent, we can’t help 
believing, on the wrong side. 

But as we read him how we wish we had some 


Christain Menckens! END 





TO A SCIENTIST FRIEND 


Your stories of the shrunken sea’s abandon 

Of palm trees high within a mountain range, 

And of the tiger (saber-toothed) whose skeleton 

Sunken in tarry pit, defied time’s change, 

Were open door to where past ages are: 

Mountain and lake repeat primordial cries 

Of life and death that echo in my ear. 

Today this mystery before me lies: 

These wild bird feathers fallen by the way— 

Grey clip of wing, quill torn, swirl auburn flame; 

“Life values I cannot describe,” you say. 

O ageless woe, and beauty without name, 

He lives Who heard the ascending creature fall, 

And ancient shore and lair, forsaken, call. 
RacHeL Crown 
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LOW TIDE IN THE WEST 


Curistianity Topay’s fifty contributing editors have 
relayed their impressions of the spiritual situation in 
the West. This editorial survey gathers their convic- 
tions into focus. 

Any absolute appraisal of the panoramic present runs 
the risk of revision tomorrow. When one plumb-lines 
the world of spirit and morality, intangibles multiply. 
Nonetheless, an inventory of the ethical and spiritual 
reserves is timely and proper at year-end, if only to 
shield men from needless despair or groundless opti- 
mism. 


Some observers fear that the refashioning religious 
revival must be rejected as substantially spurious, and 
even decidedly detrimental. Professor John H. Gerst- 
ner, of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary, warns 
that the spiritual surge swirls about a show of shallow- 
ness in pulpit and pew. Full-orbed Bible doctrine is 
a refugee, while Liberalism, Neo-orthodoxy and trun- 
cated Fundamentalism are regnant. The doctrine of 
justification by faith alone, regarded by Luther as “the 
article by which the church stands or falls,” is widely 
disregarded. The result, he contends, is miserably dis- 
appointing: the church now influences society in in- 
verse proportion to her numbers; immorality widens 
within the church with little effort at discipline; the 
will to suffer “for righteousness’ sake” is withering. 

Professor Gordon H. Clark of Butler University 
finds no evidence of a revival. He points to “the flip- 
pancy and venom directed against biblical Christianity 
by the writers of college textbooks and the almost com- 
plete absence of specifically Christian teaching in the 
universities.” As always, he remarks, small groups 
and individuals “fight manfully against our present evil 
world,” but there seems to be “no trend away from 
socialism in politics, ecumenicalism in the church and 
antagonism to the word of God everywhere.” 

General William K. Harrison, United Nations truce 
delegate in the Korean war, shares much the same 
mood: “The major part of the visible religious revival 
is superficial rather than deep, spurious rather than 
sincere.” Much of the widespread religiosity, the 
General thinks, is motivated by the search for security 
“in the world”; while it results from a realization of 
man’s inadequacy in our dangerous and lawless world, 
it remains a manifestation of the unregenerate self, 
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involving no true repentence. C. Darby Fulton, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of World Missions, Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, voices misgivings 
over “the quality and depth” of spiritual concern. As- 
pects of it seem serenely superficial. Many nominal 
Christians understand little even of the cardinal doc- 
trines of the church concerning God, sin and salva- 
tion; much preaching and believing fails to rise above 
ihe level of humanism; “a kind of baptized sociology” 
is often mistaken for Christianity; and “the zeal of the 
church to influence every aspect of life, commendable 
in itself, has sometimes risen no higher than a sort of 
partisanship in the political, economic, social and pub 
lic issues of the day.” 

From England and Scotland, likewise, storm warn 
ings are sounded over the religious climate of the day. 
Dr. W. E. Sangster, president of the Methodist Union 
in Great Britain in 1950, states tersely: “There is no 
clear religious revival among us yet.” Professor Norman 
C. Hunt, of University of Edinburgh, reports in much 
the same vein from Scotland: “Undoubtedly the Gra- 
ham crusades continue to bear fruit, and the churches 
have permanently benefited, but there is no indication 
of widespread spiritual renewal and turning back to 
God. I see few signs of real revival.” 


e 

A negative preparation for revival is widely acknow! 
edged. The Rev. Richard C. Halverson, of Interna- 
tional Christian Leadership, sees the prodigal modern 
man, frustrated by the turn of world affairs, driven 
Godward by the sheer failure of alternatives. The fu- 
tility of his pursuit of earthbound security (economic, 
social and political) has yielded a vague nostalgia for 
God. Dr. Harold John Ockenga, pastor of Boston’s 
Park Street Church, finds the disillusionment over sec- 
ularism and materialism attended by an interest in re 
ligious reading and preaching, in prayer, in religion 
itself, and indeed in God and a theological solution to 
the problems of the day. Professor Roger Nicole of 
Gordon Divinity School discovers a sound basis for 
spiritual benefit in this frustration over man’s own 
attainments, since man’s despair of his own ability is 
one of the Holy Spirit’s preparatory works on the way 
to true conversion. But he warns that people in this 
mood often turn “to any kind of panacea that seems 
to proffer a solution,” and finds reason to doubt that 
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they are genuinely reborn who under these circum- 
stances alone profess interest in the Christian faith. 

Although not too hopeful about the present state 
of affairs, Professor W. Stanford Reid of McGill Uni- 
versity, in Canada, thinks man’s anxiety after two world 
wars and his depression into quasi-humility offer im: 
pressive parallels with the historical situation during 
the century preceding the Reformation. “That man 
is becoming more and more skeptical of the powers of 
his own reason, and more and more doubtful about his 
ability to attain to ultimate Truth through science, as 
is manifested by the writings of Planck, Dingle, Jeans 
and Eddington, is a significant indication of the present 
trend. Along with that, the fact that the intellectual 
or quasi-intellectual such as the university student is 
no longer committed to unrelieved scoffing at Chris- 
tianity also shows that certain changes are taking place.” 
Professor Reid now teaches in a university where he 
started his undergraduate work, and reports that “the 
difference in attitude amongst students from the early 
30's compared with now is rather startling.” 


Conspicuously lacking, however, are signs of a cor- 
porate sense of divine dependence in national life 
either side of the Atlantic. The major orders of life, 
domestic, economic and political, are not firmly fastened 
to spiritual priorities. The American scene reflects a 
steadier emphasis on the indispensability of faith in 
God for the democratic way of life, but this seldom 
gains a specifically Christian exposition. In Britain, 
international tensions touching the Middle East have 
propelled the debate over state policy into prominent 
discussion of the standpoints of morality and political 
expediency. Public debate over Franco-British inter- 
vention in Egypt revolved around this issue, an indi- 
cation that the corporate sense of right and wrong was 
not wholly submerged; churchmen of all denomina- 
tions voiced protests, and many political Conservatives 
admitted to guilty consciences. Yet, Professor Hunt 
observes no sign that the critical international situation 
is shaping a sense of need of divine intervention. There 
has been no call to national prayer, and no leading 
statesman has called the nation to repentance and to 
dependence upon God. 

The grades of society, as ordered levels, have 
scarcely been ruffled by the modern stirring of spirit. 
Speaking of Britain, Dr. Sangster remarks that “there 
is no obvious awakening among the masses of artisan 
workers whose whole leisure seems absorbed by foot- 
ball pools, television and other secular hobbies. Nor 
at this moment do the leaders of the churches see a 
clear way into this area of life.” The American scene, 
likewise, despite vigorous pulpit emphasis on the neces- 











sity of an active participation of laymen in Christian 
witness, reflects only a random return to a conviction of 
Christian vocation in the crafts and professions. Dr. 
Earl L. Douglass, editor of the Douglass Sunday School 
Lessons, stresses that multitudes remain unlifted by 
any spiritual upsurge. The interest in religion exists 
side by side with a rising crime wave, increased juvenile 
delinquency, increased liquor and alcohol consumption 
and gay living among the middle-aged. The current 
religious fad, he thinks, “may lead to a real religious 
revival later,” but it is as yet unattained. Mr. Halver- 
son, noting that even the religious resurgence itself 
has a secular side, reflected in the earthy books, songs, 
motion pictures and even church attendance it pro- 
duces, gives much the same verdict: “This is the oppor- 
tunity for revival; it is not revival.” Dr. Paul S. Rees, 
of First Covenant Church, Minneapolis, observes that 
“church statistics in the United States may have little 
connection with the vigor of an informed and infectious 
Christian faith, but they do testify to the heightened 
prestige of the churches and the wistfulness, not to 
say nervousness, of modern Americans.” 

While concurring that the revival of interest in re- 
ligions “surely can be the first step in a revival of re- 
ligion itself,” Dr. Samuel M. Shoemaker proposes that 
“rather than merely assessing from the side lines what 
is taking place, it seems to me we had all better go to 
work to turn the interest into true conversion.” What 
gives many of Curistianrry Topay’s contributing edi- 
ors cause for alarm is that many professing Christians, 
among them a phalanx of pastors, are themselves en- 
meshed in the temptations of the times. Some churches, 
eager to enlarge their numbers, are ignoring the basic 
requirements for membership. “This shallowness of 
pastors who are looking for numerically large churches, 
financially huge income and statistically large records, 
militates against revival,” writes Dr. Oskenga. In 
Washington, D. C., a minister called to a church of 
3650 members, told his congregation that he was unable 
to find a mailing address for 1000 of them and noted 
that his denomination is looking for addresses for 2% 
million names on its rolls. 


Professor Faris D. Whitesell of Northern Baptist 
Seminary asserts that “we are too much in the grip of 
material prosperity, too busy with gadgets and incon- 
sequential chores, and too self-centered to give our- 
selves to that praying and personal witnessing which 
wins our neighbors. The spiritual-moral renewal has 
not yet gone deep; it is stirring the surface.” Dr. Geof- 
frey W. Bromiley of Edinburgh comments: “Much 
evangelistic work of the definite evangelical type is 
superficial in its results and Christians themselves are 
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apathetic in all the things that ought to claim their 
attention and far too conformed to this world in out- 
Dr. Rees writes: “The shallow- 
ness of the spiritual stream within the churches them- 
Church membership means 
Confusion as to the nature of the Gospel 
is too prevalent. It means a non-contagious witness 
by the people of the churches to the people of the 
world. Too great by far is the tendency to associate 
Christian life with the amenities of culture: economic 
success, social standing and ‘peace of mind’.” 

Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, headmaster of Stony Brook 
School, remarks that, “Alongside the hopeful signs of 
spiritual renewal, we must set the continuing material- 
ism and moral softness of much of American life. So 
long as secularism pervades great areas of our educa- 
tion, so long as the shoddy ‘entertainment world’ domi- 
nates our recreation and so long as our way of life 
knows little of self denial, we must ask whether the 
current revival is deep as well as widespread.” The 
similar sentiment of Dr. Philip E. Hughes, voiced from 
London, is relevant far beyond his homeland: “The 
nationwide apathy, godlessness and materialism (not 
in a philosophical sense) present an alarming picture 
and the churches are doing little more than scratch 
the surface of the problem. Christians are themselves 
infected with the materialistic outlook, with the con- 
cern for comfort and security in this world, with 
complacency and lack of compassion for the multitudes 
that are as sheep without a shepherd.” 


look and standards.” 


selves should concern us. 


too little. 


While no widespread revival is conceded, a firm 
conviction prevails that the evangelical enterprise is 
gaining ground. The undoubted conversions which 
have accrued to the evangelistic thrust in the last decade 
seem to attest this. “Within this religious ferment,” 
in General Harrison’s words, “God has saved and is 
saving many thousands of persons from sin through 
personal faith in Jesus Christ.” Dr. Bromiley evaluates 
the Scottish situation in much the same mood of cau- 
tion: “We have perhaps seen a first move of the tide, 
but it would be premature to be over-optimistic about 
either moral or spiritual renewal. Billy Graham made 
an impression which has left religion a talking point 
in wide circles—but my own assessment at the moment 
is not too hopeful. We have just begun to move in 
the right direction, perhaps, but we have a long way 
to go and have not gone far.” Wistfully, he adds, 
“things are better perhaps in the States.” “States-side,” 
Dr. Cary N. Weisiger III, of Mount Lebanon U.P. 
Church, Pittsburgh, evaluates events “at the grass- 
roots level as the beginning of a revival of the Christian 
religion. Many people are open to the teachings and 
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claims of Christianity.” As Dr. Gaebelein puts it, “The 
Gospel is today receiving a wider and more ready hear- 
ing than ever before. Under the stress of world tragedy, 
there is an openness to Christian truth coupled with a 
response to vital doctrine that was not evident in the 
earlier years of the century.” Yet Dr. Gaebelein is 
hesitant in his appraisal: “Whether these facts consti- 
tute genuine revival is debatable.” On the Canadian 
scene, Professor Stanford Reid reports: “ I would not 
like to suggest that there is a great religious revival 
just around the corner, for religious revivals do not 
come until there has been a much greater growth in 
humility and knowledge, but nevertheless, I do feel 
that it is in this direction we are headed. Only the 
Spirit of God, however, can make it effective.” 


Gratitude for the gains of the decade is, however, 
not absent. Always there is the flurry of recognition 
that the Graham campaigns have vindicated the legiti 
macy of mass evangelism in an age of unbelief, even 
though they may not yet represent a decisive break 
through. Darby Fulton thinks that “much in the present 
spiritual aw akening affords solid ground for encourage 
ment.” He voices “apprehension that our Christian 
social concern today may be moving under the mo 
mentum of a spiritual motivation provided by a genera 
tion that had a deeper and more virile faith than ours, 


and that we are living on an ‘unearned spiritual 
increment’ that may exhaust itself in time unless it 
is replenished by a revival of faith in the cardinal 


doctrines of Christianitv.” Yet the reality of spiritual 
moral renewal in our dav can be supported, he feels, 
by “the rapid increase in the number of churches, the 
substantial rise in church membership, better attend 
ance at services of worship, more candidates for the 
ministry and Christian service, popular interest in re 
ligious themes and more active participation of the 
laity in the activities of the church.” 

Professor F. F. Bruce of Sheffield University thinks 
the student situation in Britain, and to some the class- 
“Since World War II there 


have been signs of a deeper seriousness and sense of 


room also, reflects promise. 


responsibility, especially Cbut not exclusively) among 
young men who have served for some time in the armed 
forces. When evangelistic missions to students are 
arranged, there is a widespread willingness to listen 
to what the missioner has to say and a scarcely articu- 
late hope that what he has to say may be the word they 
are waiting for. I regard as one of the most promising 
signs in this country the increasing number of fully 
committed Christian teachers who are recognizing their 
vocation to be the teaching of the Bible in our national 
schools.” Dr. Sangster also touches this trend: “The 
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nearest thing we have in Britain to a religious awaken- 
ing is at the universities. At all our universities the 
religious societies are doing well. This does not belong 
to one kind of churchmanship or one interpretation 
of the faith. The Christian religion as such is being 
examined afresh . . . and winning its way. The time 
has passed when intellectuals and pseudo-intellectuals 
looked upon Christianity as beneath contempt. It is 
fairly freely conceded in those circles today that a 
man can be intellectually respectable and a Christian.” 


Not only are there gains, even if modest, but there 
ire hopeful omens. Dr. Weisiger finds one in “the 
gathering together in many churches of small groups 
of Christians for real fellowship based upon the Word 
of God and prayer.” Dr. Gaebelein cautions, however, 
against expectations within history which impose a 
secular rather than biblical prospect upon the mass 
movements of unregenerate men. “Any estimate of 
today's spiritual climate must be measured by what 
Scripture teaches regarding God's purpose in this age,” 
he writes. “If we believe, as the Bible plainly declares, 
that the divine plan is not world conversion but world 
evangelization, then we may see in the present religious 
situation revival to the extent that, in ever-increasing 
numbers, the sovereign God is calling out of the world 
a great multitude to be His own.” 

Alongside hopeful anticipations, moreover, must be 
ranged the responsibilities of Christians in relation to 
the world needs of our day. General Harrison, nearing 
retirement in his military career, writes: “What a 
wonderful privilege have ministers of Christ to pro- 
claim His Gospel, and what frightening responsibilities! 
May God give them grace to expound His truth in all 
its Fullness and saving power.” And Professor Whitesell 
voices this uneasy plea: “We need more and better 
hiblical preaching and biblical living. Our age needs 
more emphasis on repentance as a total life-reversal 
and dedication as total life commitment to Christ. I 
hope it does not take total war to bring us to the New 
Testament level of Christian experience.” The retreat 
from repentance, the neglected imperative of our age, 
is noted also in Dr. Douglass’ reply: “I am not deeply 
impressed with the present-day ‘revival’ of religion. 
It is good as far as it goes, in fact inspiring. But it lacks 
one thing—repentance. The present ‘interest’ in religion 
will evaporate unless there is a widespread soul-search- 
ing and earth-shaking repentance on the part of Chris- 
tian believers.” 

e 


The call to concerted commitment and conduct is 
spirited. “Thank God,” writes Dr. Shoemaker, “for the 
great voices that can speak to great crowds. But we 





need to supplement these with tens of thousands ol 
ministers and laymen who have become contagious 
through their own deepened conversion, and have 
learned how to reach individuals and speak to congre 
gations and groups about what Jesus Christ does to 
change human lives. They need to learn also (and it 
is a new art for many of them) how to draw together 
small companies for a time to study and consider the 
Christian faith, under competent leadership that does 
not talk too much, but draws the company into the 
conversation; then helps these people get into sus 
tained groups which they lead themselves, and in which 
they grow and find inspiration for their daily work and 
their Christian witness.” 


Positive preparation for re 
vival includes, 


in Dr. Ockenga’s words, “deeper con 
secration on the part of Christian people, united pray 
ing, believing and witnessing in the church, and a 
willingness to face spiritual shortcomings. . . . Unless 
greater heart-searching, introspection, inventory and 
dedication are manifested among church members, be- 
ginning with us pastors, we will not have revival and 
will miss our opportunity.” “I do not think,” writes 
Philip Hughes, “that the solution lies in more planning 
or organization, but rather in more prayer and devotion 
to Christ on the part of the Lord’s people. We need 
desperately to recapture the spirit of the Acts of the 
Apostles before we see and experience the same dy 
namic power as they knew. Then we shall prove once 
again the relevance of the simple elemental Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the needs of our world today. But we 
must learn what it means to take up the Cross daily 
and follow Christ.” 


Mr. Halverson, International Christian Leaders!ip, 
inquires soberingly whether the crest of opportunity 
may not already have subsided. The 
juncture, he thinks, 


favorable con 
“is clearly on the wane, and 

it is not exploited soon, the result will be that our 
‘last state will be worse than the first.’ The faithfu! 
preaching and teaching of the Bible are the tragic 
missing ingredients in our twentieth century awaken 
ing. The one thing that will bring a 
if it is not too late already 


‘decisive turn’ 
is a revival of biblical 
preaching, teaching, reading, studying and memor- 
izing.” Dr. Weisiger develops the same theme: “The 
depth of spiritual penetration,” he says, “will depend 
entirely upon the extent to which the Bible is pre- 
sented and appropriated as the authoritative word of 
God. Unless people begin to read the Bible, to study 
it, to memorize it, and to apply it to their problems, 
the revival will prove to be a passing mood, wistful 
but unfruitful.” 


A summary statement may perhaps be sketched in 
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the words of Professor Ned B. Stonehouse of West- 
minster Theological Seminary. He finds the resurgent 
religiosity not too different from that of Athens in the 
lap of paganism and needing still to be confronted by 
the Christian Gospel. In Dr. Stonehouse’s words, “The 
many evidences of an interest in religious things, as 
shown by the popularity of religious books, the utiliza- 
tion of religious themes in popular music, and especially 
the impact made by many preachers, are without doubt 
of great moment. To a large extent, however, all of this 
adds up in my judgment to the conclusion that this is 
a day of great opportunity rather than of extraordinary 
spiritual conquest. Paul found the Athenians very 
religious and seized upon this fact as a most significant 
ingredient of the man’s basic makeup to preach the 
Word. My best thought, therefore, is that, rather than 
dwelling upon the superficiality of the present response, 
we should find in the present phenomena encouraging 
points of contact for the proclamation of the Christian 
message.” 


Curistianity Topay’s contributing editors, there- 
fore, face the year ahead with an awareness that, while 
the name of Jesus Christ more often glides construc- 
tively into general conversation, it is still far removed 
from pre-eminence. No doubt a wave of evangelism 
is abroad in the world, and even a ripple of revival, but 
the spiritual current is still shallow; indeed, it is low 
tide in the West. 





A DIVIDING GOSPEL 

IN A DECIDING WORLD 

Only as the Gospel divides is its preaching effective. 
To many persons, this fact comes as a shock, but it 
cannot be otherwise. Christ came that there might be 
a Gospel to preach and he is still a stumbling stone 
to some and a rock of offense to others. The offense 
of the Cross is stil] with us. 

How foolish to attempt to make Christianity popular 
with the world. It is the antithesis of the unregenerate 
world order. The more effectively Christ is preached, 
the more vigorous will be the opposition. Satan has 
not surrendered and the bitter warfare, the outcome 
of which was determined at the Cross, has yet to see 
its final denouement. 

The Gospel divides between truth and error. Jesus 
is truth. The source of power in the Church is the 
truth which she proclaims. The Scriptures are truth 
and the Holy Spirit bears witness to that truth. It is 
inevitable that confrontation with truth divides be- 
tween those who accept and reject it. 


The Gospel message, God's revealed truth, is still 
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His power unto salvation to all who believe. The 
Apostle Paul affirms that its message is supernatural 
in origin and supernatural in its effect on those who 
hear and accept it. 

Because it is supernatural in its origin it demands 
of those who hear it an act of faith, a submission of 
the will to one who is above all. 

Decision to accept or reject is a point at which 
division occurs. 

Ours is an age of tremendous achievement. Under 
these conditions, it is exceedingly difficult to admit 
that only those who have Christ in their hearts have 
light and that all others are groping in darkness. We 
worship at the shrine of the finite intellect, forgetting 
that it is a reverential fear of and trust in Almighty 
God which is the beginning of wisdom. 

Walking in the darkness of an unregenerate worldly 
wisdom, men find themselves buffeted by the currents 
and cross-currents of pride, greed, lust, hate and other 
evidences of sin in the human heart, and stumble 
over these barriers to progress. 

Once the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ shines 
upon the situation, not only the cause but also the 
cure of world disorder becomes apparent to those who 
emerge from spiritual blindness into God's divine 
light. 

Not for nought are we told that men love dark- 
ness more than light. It is a humiliating experience 
to see ourselves in the light of God’s holiness and from 
that experience many turn away. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, received, believed and 
acted upon, clarifies man’s thinking on sin, on right- 
eousness and on judgment to come. It is this mes 
sage which makes clear the demarcation between 
that which is evil and that which is good. Purity be- 
comes the enemy of impurity; love of hatred; gener- 
osity of greed; unselfishness of selfishness; compassion 
of indifference; humility of pride. 

This conflict of the Gospel has been in evidence 
down through the ages. Our Lord said: “I came not 
to send peace, but a sword.” There is the inner con- 
flict between right and wrong; there is ever-present 
struggle in the social order as a whole. 

This devisive effect of the Gospel is no reason for 
pessimism. A Christian is not in a hopeless minority 
for God is with him. 

Abraham Lincoln, when told by a friend: “I am 
sure that God is on our side,” replied: “My concern 
is that I may be on God’s side.” 

Every individual is on one side or the other. 
Throughout the world the Gospel must be a dividing 
force. It is a message of love, of redemption, of hope 
and of action. It is also a message of judgment to 
come. A decision must be made—for or against. END 
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THE BIBLE: ‘Text of the Month 


Cherefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are become new (2 Cor. 5:17). 


“Therefore—As if he should have said, 
Will you have the reason why that I 
know nothing any more after the flesh; 
no, not even Christ himself? It is be- 
cause I am a new creature, that is the 
reason of it. I have had a new principle 
wrought in my understanding, by which 
ill my thoughts are turned; all my former 
thoughts perish, as a man’s doth when 
he dies.—RicHarp SisBeEs. 


€The work of grace is wholly super- 
natural; it is a creation, and a creation- 
work is above the power of the creature. 
No power but that which gave being to 
the world, can give a being to the new 
creature: Almighty Power goes forth to 
give being to the new creature. This 
creature is not born of flesh, or of blood, 
nor of the will of man (John 1:13).— 
JoHN FLAvVEL. 


Some say, “It denotes no more but a 
new course of life, only the expression 
is metaphorical. A new creature is a 
moral man that hath changed his course 
and way; for if he were always a moral 
man, and was never in any vicious way 
or course, then he was always a new crea- 
ture.” This is a good gospel, at once 
over-throwing original sin and the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! This turning 
all Scripture expressions of spiritual 
things into metaphors is but a way to 
turn the whole into a fable, or at least to 
render the gospel the most obscure and 
improper way of teaching the truth of 
things that ever was made use of in the 
world.—Joun Owen. 


IN CHRIST 


€To be in Christ, it is not enough that 
we have been baptized into the Christian 
faith, that we bear the Christian name, 
and have assumed a profession of the 
Gospel; we must be vitally united to him 
through faith, by which the merits of his 
death are imparted to our souls. By this 
means also, the principle of spiritual life 
is maintained.—W1.L1aM Loruian. 


To be in Christ is the common scrip- 
tural phrase to express the saving connec- 
tion or union between him and his 
people. They are in him by covenant, 
as all men were in Adam; they were in 
him as members of his body, through the 
indwelling of his Spirit; and they are in 
him by faith, which lays hold of and 


appropriates him as the life and portion 
of the soul.—Cuartes Honce. 

«Whatever is wrought in believers by the 
Spirit of Christ, it is in their union to 
the person of Christ. . 
united unto Christ—that is, his person, 


. . By him are we 


and not a light within us, as some think; 
nor the doctrine of the gospel, as others 
with an equal folly seem to imagine. It 
is by the doctrine and grace of the gos- 
pel that we are united, but it is the 
person of Christ whereunto we are 
united.—JoHNn Owen. 


NEW CREATURE 

The word, kainos, new, unimpaired, un- 
contaminated, is an epithet of excellence; 
a new song, a new name, new heavens, 
new earth, the new Jerusalem, the new 
man, a new Creature, are scriptual ex- 
pressions which will occur to every read- 
er.—Cuar_es Hopce. 

“An entire moral revolution is effected 
in his character. Not only is he re- 
formed, but he is created anew; his heart 
is not merely rectified, but a new heart 
is implanted. His understanding is il- 
luminated, his affections are sanctified, 
his will is brought unto subjection to the 
law of Christ, his conversation, pursuits, 
and manner of life are changed.—Wit- 
LIAM LOTHIAN. 

“Tt is a blessed leaven, that leavens the 
whole lump, the whole spirit, and soul, 
and body. Original sin infects the whole 
man; and regenerating grace, which is 
the cure, goes <s far as the disease. The 
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness; 
goodness of the mind, goodness of the 
will, goodness of the affections, goodness 
of the whole man. He gets not only a 
new head, to know religion, or a new 
tongue, to talk of it; but a new heart, to 
love and embrace it, in the whole of his 
conversation. When the Lord opens the 
sluice of grace, on the soul’s new birth- 
day, the waters run through the whole 
man, to purify and make him fruitful.— 
Tuomas Boston. 

“It is then to a new standing or state, a 
new moral character, a new life, a new 
joy, a new work, a new hope, that we 
are called. And he who thinks that re- 
ligion comprises anything less than this 
knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 
To that which man calls piety, less may 
suffice; but to no religion which does not 


in some degree embrace these, can the 
divine recognition be accorded.—Honra 
rrus Bonar. 


OLD SUPPLANTED BY NEW 

“He desires to be holy, as well as happy; 
and rather to be gracious than great. His 
hopes, which before were low, and 
fastened down to things on earth, are 
now raised, and set on the glory that is 
to be revealed. He entertains the hope 
of eternal life, founded on the word of 
promise.—THomas Boston. 

€It is to a new life that God is calling 
us; not to some new steps in life, some 
new habits or ways or motives or pros 
pects, but to a new life. It is not merely 
the old life retouched and made more 
comely, defects struck out, roughnesses 
smoothed down, graces stuck on here 
and there. It is not a broken column re- 
paired, a soiled picture cleaned, a defaced 
inscription filled up, an unswept temple 
whitewashed. It is more than all this, 
else God would not call it a new crea- 
tion.—Horatius Bonar. 

“Yet, though every part of the man is 
renewed, there is no part of him per- 
fectly renewed. As an infant has all the 
parts of a man, but none of them come 
to a perfect growth so regeneration 
brings a perfection of parts, to be brought 
forward in the gradual advances of sancti- 
fication.—THomas Boston. 

The man often remains in a 
dwarfish state, because he is fed upon 
husks; or, he grows into a distorted shape 
by means of the errors which are incul- 
cated upon him. It is of unspeakable 
importance that the young disciple have 
sound, instructive and practical preach- 
ing to attend.—ArcHiBALD ALEXANDER. 
Every man in Christ is renewed in his 
frame and constitution; all the faculties 
and affections of his soul are renewed by 
regeneration: his understanding was dark, 
but now is light in the Lord; his con- 
science was dead and secure, or full of 
guilt and horror, but is now become ten- 
der, watchful and full of peace; his will 
was rebellious, stubborn and inflexible, 
but is now made obedient and comply- 
ing with the will of God; his desires did 
once pant and spend themselves in the 
pursuit of vanities, now they are set 
upon God; his love did fondly dote upon 
ensnaring earthly objects, now it is swal- 
lowed up in the infinite excellencies of 
God and Christ; his joy was once in 
trifles and things of nought, now his re- 
joicing is in Christ Jesus.—Jonn Fave. 


new 


APPLICATION 
“Either a new man or no man in Christ. 
Get into him (Continued on page 27) 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 








THE CHILD AND THE CHILDREN 
Dennis the Menace is a disconcerting 
childhood. Our 


knowing guffaws at his pre-juvenile de- 


American image of 


linquency are in the same tradition that 
found Tom Sawyer hilarious. The novel- 
ist who pictured “momism” as the great 
threat to America must have had an 
atypical home life. The American home 
is not matriarchal or patriarchal; it is a 
filiarchy. We are not afraid of Big 
Brother. It is Little Brother with his 
six-guns who runs the ranch. 

Child-centered living has at least 
made us more realistic about child nature. 
We may even be less inclined to adore 
the boy Jesus as a symbol of romantic, 
innocent childhood. Indeed, Christ Jesus 
was born of Mary not to symbolize child- 
hood but to save it. Our hope is not 
in the children but in the Child. 

Yet at the manger we learn not to 
despise the little ones. From Bethlehem, 
from the memory of Jesus blessing the 
children in his arms, flows Christian 
tenderness toward boys and girls. Martin 
Luther shows it. Beside the virile drum 
beat of “A Mighty Fortress” is the child- 
like simplicity of the “From Heaven on 
High” which Luther surely sang with 
his children and may have written for 
them: 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
\ quiet chamber kept for thee. 

Kierkegaard has “Climacus” say that 
Christianity is not for children. The 
reverse is true. It is for children and 
the childlike only. Jesus laid his hands 
on the children and said, “Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” He is saying 
that to us of our children. In the 
Christ-centered home the child in the 
midst is not idolized but respected and 
loved, admonished and nurtured—in the 


Lord. EUTYCHUS 


PERILS OF ECUMENICITY 


Sincere thanks . . . for the two editorials 

. the perils of Independency and 
Ecumenicity. Since I am devoted passion- 
ately to the ecumenical movement, I 
specially appreciated your penetrating 
words toward it. Here you have expressed 


26 * 





certain things about which I had been 
vaguely troubled, but which I had never 
put into words, so to speak. The matters 
of doctrinal vagueness and the form of 
unity, for example, and especially the 
former. For me, you have done a great 
service. . . . Georce W. Barcer 
First Christian Church 

Maryville, Mo. 


Since when does orthodoxy, Church 
membership, or anything else require 
that we believe in the Virgin Birth, the 
Bodily Resurrection, the, of all things 

. “substitutionary atonement of Jesus 
Christ”? ... Many ecumenicists have 
no quarrel with at least some of these 
ideas, and most of them will agree that 
others are free to believe them. Person- 
ally, I have no truck with any of them. 
. . » Our Presbyterian Church does not 
require belief in the three things you 
mentioned. If it did, a lot of us would 
be out on our ear... . 

Tuomas J. Kerso 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


As a member of the Church of England 
which is the Catholic Church of this 
land, I have no desire to see foreign 
Protestant literature. 
The Vicarage 

Hornsey, N.8, England 


L. A. Pearson 


It is the first world wide publication of 
its kind I have come across and should 
help our churches toward that oneness 
in Christ for which we all long. 

Frank MILLIKEN 
St. John the Baptist Vicarage 
Meopham, Kent, England 


DISCORD OVER KING JAMES 


.. . It is shocking to read that changes 
in the interest of fidelity to the original 
language, etc., should be deferred. . . . 
This approach is far less in the pro- 
phetic spirit and tradition than it is in 
the spirit of spineless accommodation. . . . 
First Baptist Laurence T. Beers 
Pottstown, Pa. 


. . » He speaks so highly of Paul’s “hymn 
to love” . . . but apparently hasn’t read 
K.J.V. recently. “Love” isn’t even men- 


tioned. The 
Brother Jewett! 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


I have the prejudice that Christianity 
was intended for all people and should 
be so presented; the thousands of in- 
stances where words like “Let love be 
without dissimulation” are changed to 
“Let love be genuine” should show 
which version is best adapted to the 
“preaching to all people” idea of Chris- 
tianity. Rosert S. LepERMAN 
Otterbein College 

Westerville, O. 


word’s - still 


“charity,” 


Henry Ervin 


. . . Enough grinding for your ax to be- 
come visible: to damn the R.S.V. and 
church union. . . . Stop sending your 
bait right now. I won't bite: it’s too 
rotten. 

Georce Hipxins 
Port Deposit Presby. Ch. 
Port Deposit, Md. 


After reading with agreement the 
article on the King James Version, I 
wonder if your readers would appreci- 
ate the appraisal of Dr. Frederick Wil- 
liam Faber “who had exchanged its 
beauties for the crudities of the Romish 
Version.” Of “the uncommon beauty 
and marvellous English of the Protestant 
Bible” he remarked further: “It lives on 
the ear like a music that can never be 
forgotten, like the sound of church bells, 
which the convert hardly knows how he 
can forego. Its felicities often seem to be 
almost things rather than mere words. 
It is part of the national mind, and the 
anchor of national seriousness. The 
memory of the dead passes into it. The 
potent traditions of childhood are stereo- 
typed in its verses. The power of all 
the griefs and trials of a man is hidden 
beneath its words. . . . In the length and 
breadth of the land there is not a Prot- 
estant, with one spark of religiousness 
about him, whose spiritual biography is 
not in his Saxon Bible.” 

Seattle, Wash. ArtTuur PEeTriz 


A vast group of devoted Christians . . . 
have neither burned nor scourged the 
R.S.V., but have with common sense and 
appreciation, received it for its ability 
to get the Word of God “across” to the 


millions . . . who are absolutely con- 
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founded by the “beautiful literature” of 
the antiquated K.J.V. .. . Pagan Amer- 
icans will never sit in an ivory scholastic 
tower to appreciate the archaic beauty 
of former golden ages. 


Lafayette, Ind. 


N.EJ. 


Correct the 13 errors and drop the 13 
“eths” in the K.J.V. of I Corinthians 13, 
and it will be music. 

Date Moopy 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Louisville, Ky. 


. The lowest form of “defense” of 
. . | cringed 
at the premises which Dr. Paul K. Jewett 
builds in his “Majestic Music of the King 
James.” . . . This type of defense will 
do more to confuse than anything that 
a group of “ecumenical experts, working 
jointly in America and England” can or 
ever will be guilty of doing. 


the King James version. 


First Baptist Church =P. Lynn Miccer 


Paw Paw, Ill. 


We were greatly fascinated. . . . About 
the best tribute ever paid the King James 
Version. . Would it be possible to 
reprint it. . .? 

Huntington, Ind. Ernest Gincericn 


NO ULTRA-FUNDAMENTALISM 


. [ am glad to see this magazine ap- 
pear. The list of contributors indicates 
that it will be Biblical and evangelical 
without being ultra-fundamentalist . . . . 
East Orange, N. J. Geornce W. Swope 
\ good standard of religious journal- 
ism. 

First Baptist 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


Aviet Moncrier, Jr. 


As a Christian teacher in an elementary 
school, I was deeply impressed. . . . 


Long Beach, Cal. Dave MacPHerson 


I feel moved to say “thank you”. 
Many liberals like myself who felt in 
Seminary they were saved by Karl Barth 
have made the long journey upward to 
an acceptance of the Bible as the com- 
plete word of God. . . . Beyond Barth- 
ianism is the Bible. . 

Maurice O. Manver 
The First Church 


Sterling, Mass. 


All that you propose for your maga- 
zine is now available in many other 
journals of excellent quality. I see no 
need for another . . . . There are urgent 
needs in the world today for which your 
time, energy, and money might better 
be used. 


White Plains, N. Y. P. A. CoLtyer 





American churchmen need a good mid- 
dle-of-the-road journal. CHRISTIANITY 
Topay simply does not qualify. 

C. Harpinc Vercer 
boaz-Sylvan E.U.B. Churches 
Boaz, Wis. 


EVANGELISM IN ENGLAND 


Thank you very much for sending me 
the second issue of “Curistiantry To- 
pay.” I am grateful for it. 

While there is much in it of great in- 
terest and with important bearing upon 
the world today, there is one reference 
to England which I feel I must criticize. 

On page 31 (Oct. 29, “Britain and the 
Continent”) you say: “The change in the 
climate of British church life has been 
dated by most observers from the Billy 
Graham 
1954. 

“A new evangelistic spirit has been 
seen in all the churches. The Church of 
England recently set up a Commission on 
Evangelism, with the official backing of 
the Church Assembly.” 

I have betore me a copy of a Report 
called “Towards the Conversion of Eng- 
land.” It was published in 1945 by the 
Press Publications Board of the 
Church Assembly, 2 Gt. Peter Street, 
Westminster, $.W.1. The subtitle to 
this is “Being the Report of a Commission 


Greater London Crusade of 


and 


on Evangelism appointed by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York pursuant 
to a resolution of the Church Assembly 
passed at the Summer Session, 1943.” 

The terms of reference for this Com- 
mission are given on Page 6 of the Re- 
port. They are as follows: “That the 
Assembly, recognizing the urgent neces- 
sity for definite action, requests the Arch- 
bishops to appoint a Commission under 
Standing Order XVII to survey the whole 
problem of modern evangelism with spe- 
cial reference‘to the spiritual needs and 
prevailing intellectual outlook of the 
non-worshipping members of the commu- 
nity, and to report on the oreanization 
and methods by which such needs can 
most effectively be met.” 
1943.) 

It was, I think, remarkable that this 
project was planned and launched in one 
of the grimmest periods of the War. It 
meant that when the War came to an 
end, the Church of England had at hand 
a splendid report on Evangelism, which 
was much discussed at the time, and had 
a profound influence upon the work of 
clergymen and laymen in the years that 
followed. At the same time it must be 
said that this Commission and its Report 


were no more than focal points of a very 


(June 23, 





widespread concern for evangelism in the 
Church in this country. And even in 
those days the concern was being trans- 
lated into action. 

While I do not wish to under-estimate 
the effect of the Billy Graham Greater 
London Crusade of 1954, I hardly think 
your observers—whoever they may be— 
have estimated accurately its importance 
if they suppose that the change in the 
climate of British Church life it to be 
dated from it. I am quite sure it cannot. 
The change began much earlier, and from 
very different roots. 

I hope it may be possible for you, of 
your goodness, to correct the impression 
given, that the Billy Graham crusade led 
to the Church of England setting up a 
Commission on Evangelism. For this is 
simply not true. We owe Billy Graham 
a debt—though it is only honest to say 
that the nature of the debt has been 
much debated amongst us—but the facts 
prove that we do not owe him the par- 
ticular debt you suggest. 

King’s College Joun Townroe 
London, Eng. 





TEXT OF THE MONTH 


Continued from page 25) therefore with 
all speed; for till this be done, though 
thou shouldest spend thy time in gather- 
ing up pearls and jewels, thou art an 
undone creature.—JoHN TRapPP. 

The new creature continually opposes 
and conflicts with the motions of sin in 
the heart. . . . If there be no conflict 
with sin in thy soul, or if that conflict be 
only betwixt the conscience and affec- 
tions, light in the one, struggling with 
lust in the other; thou wantest that fruit 
which should evidence thee to be a new 
creature. The mind and affections of 
the new creature are set upon heavenly 
and spiritual things. . . . If, therefore, 
thy heart and affections be habitually 
carthly and wholly intent upon things 
below. craving eagerly after the world, as 
the great business and end of thy life, 
deceive not thyself, this is not the fruit 
of the new creature. The new creature 
is a praying creature, living by its daily 
communion with God, which is its liveli- 
hood and subsistence. . . . If, therefore, 
thou be a prayerless soul, or if, in all 
thy prayers, thou art a stranger to com- 
munion with God; if there be no broken- 
ness of heart for sin in thy confessions, 
no melting affections for Christ and holi- 
ness in thy supplications; surely Satan 
doth but babble and delude thy over- 
credulous soul, in persuading thee that 
thou art a new creature.—JoHN FLAVEL. 
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PROTESTS IGNORED IN CONSECRATION OF PHILIPPINES 


Despite vigorous Protestant protests, the Philippines this month became the third 
nation in the world to be officially consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

President Ramon Magsaysay, in solemnly dedicating the Filipino people at the 
Second National Eucharistic Congress, prayed that Christ will “take under His 


strong and Self-giving protection . . 


. all government agencies whose cooperation is 


essential for the progress and prosperity of our republic.” 


(Spain and Ecuador, the only other nations consecrated to the Sacred Heart, 
have been the scenes of many official oppressive measures against Protestants.) 

The late President Manuel Quezon had requested that all references to the Pres- 
ident or Philippine government be eliminated from the program of the First Congress 


to keep from indicating an official participation of the government in the ceremonies. 
Quezon wrote to the Archbishop of Manila: 


“I hope I am a good practical Catholic. 


As such in my individual capacity there 


is nothing that I shall not be glad to do to give added solemnity to the celebration of 


the Eucharistic Congress. But as President of the Philippines I’m not in the position 


to do what your program calls for.” 


Evangelical church leaders, prior to the congress, protested without success against 


Catholic domination of political, social and religious life in the country as a violation 


of the Constitution. 


The Rev. Jose A. Yap, executive secretary of the Philippine Federation of Chris- 


tian Churches, in a statement at that time said, “It appears the President is yielding 


to the pressure of the Catholic hierarchy.” Dr. Gumersindo Garcia, respected Protes- 


tant lay leader, expressed the fear that the trend toward union of church and state 


“will endanger democracy here.” 


Filipinos are more receptive today to the Gospel than at any period in the history 
of the Protestant Church, according to evangelicals. 


(Earlier this year, Dr. Billy Graham addressed 40,000 at a night service in Manila 


and saw over 5,000 walk onto the track at Rizal Memorial Stadium to make decisions 


for Jesus Christ. This was the largest response seen on the evangelist’s world tour. 
By comparison, when he addressed 120,000 at London's Wembley Stadium in 1954, 
there were 2,500 decisions. In Manila, Dr. Graham faced the only organized church 
opposition on the world tour. A Catholic spokesman urged the people not to attend 
to guard against getting “confused” in their faith.) 





Freedom in Israel 


Donn C. Odell, correspondent for 
CuristTiaAniry Topay in Israel and 
graduate student at Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem, has been denied a visa 
renewal and will be forced to return to 
the United States immediately unless 
Israeli officials rescind their action. 

The visa refusal, evidently caused by 
Odell’s status as magazine correspondent 
and former association with the Conserva- 
tive Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 
touched off the following reactions: 

* Discrimination against Christian activ- 
ity was strongly denied by the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington, D. C. Vice- 
Consul Baruch Barak said “Christian mis- 
sionaries are given all possible help in 
Israel.” He stated, emphatically, that 
visas were never denied because of mis- 
sionary activity. 

* The U. S. State Department said it 
was “looking into” Odell’s case, and a 
number of similar situations. 

* A Christian source in Jerusalem, who 


will not be named in view of possible de- 
28 


viations in the Israeli policy, said: “Irsael 
does not grant (new) visas for mis- 
sionaries. If any Christian comes to Israel 
as a tourist or under any type of visa and 
is suspected of engaging in missionary 
work, his visa is revoked and he must 
leave the country.” 

The source continued: 

“The Post Office maintains a file on 
every Christian in Israel who is sus- 
pected of missionary activity. Both in- 
coming and outgoing mail is heavily 
censored aa] excerpts from correspond- 
ence which may indicate such activity 
are transcribed and placed in the indi- 
vidual’s file. In some cases, the suspect 
person is followed by government agents 
to further confirm his activities. When 
his visa comes up for renewal, the con- 
tents of his file provide evidence against 
him.” 

In looking at mail censorship from 
Israel’s point of view, however, he had 
this to say: 

“This act is necessary and justified on 
at least two counts. (Continued on page 29) 


Worth Quoting 


“Intellectual development is rudderless 
at best and dangerous at worst when iso- 
lated from moral convictions and per- 
sonal commitments that are religious in 
character.”—Dr. Liston Pope, dean of 
Yale University Divinity School. 

“What America needs more than rail- 
way extension, western irrigation, low 
tariff, a bigger cotton crop or a larger 
wheat crop, is a revival of religion. The 
kind that father and mother used to have. 
A religion that counted it good business 
to take time for family worship each 
morning right in the middle of wheat 
harvest. A religion that prompted them 
to quit work a half hour earlier on Wed- 
nesday so that the whole family could get 
ready to go to prayer meeting.”—Wall 
Street Journal. 

“Because they despise the Church, the 
Communists continually attempt to in- 
filtrate unsuspecting religious organiza- 
tions. What better cloak of legitimacy 
can be found for their programs than 
to present them as the offerings of clergy- 
men and churches? The strategy of the 
Communists to get others to front for 
them and do their dirty work cannot be 
underestimated.” —]. Edgar Hoover, chief 


of the U. S. FBI. 


“A lot of people who travel 100 miles 
an hour and endanger the lives of others 
would be plain shocked if you told them 
they are just as bad morally as the man 
who steals money out of a safe.”—Gov- 
ernor John F. Simms of New Mexico. 


Interesting Face 

America’s top calendar artists agreed 
that Dr. Albert Schweitzer, noted medi- 
cal missionary, has the “most interesting 
face in the world.” 

Runners-up were President Eisen- 
hower, Arturo Toscannini, symphony 
conductor and Frank Lloyd Wright, ar- 
chitect. Marilyn Monroe, the film ac- 
tress, was near the bottom of the list. 


Deaths Hit College 

The second faculty death in two years 
has brought mourning to the campus of 
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich- 
igan. 

Dr. Henry Zylstra, professor of English, 
died recently of a heart attack while serv- 
ing abroad as visiting professor in litera- 
ture at the Free University of Amsterdam. 
He was in his 40’s. 

Dr. Cecil DeBoer, 54, professor of 
philosophy, died suddenly last year. 
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Stone Age Burial 

The first Natufian burial ground has 
been unearthed about 15 miles north of 
the Sea of Galilee. 

French archaeologist Jean Perrot made 
the discovery at Mallaha, near Lake 
Huleh, while conducting excavations for 
the Israeli Department of Antiquities. 

The Stone Age cemetery belonged to 
the Natufian hunting-fishing civilization 
of the Mesolithic culture. Isolated Na- 
tufan tombs have been found before, but 
this was the first reported discovery of a 
burial ground. 

The cemetery surrounded a chieftain’s 
tomb, which consisted of a circular pit 
about 16% feet in diameter. The walls 
were of solid clay, covered with red 
ochre. The pit was covered by a circular 
stone pavement, surmounted by a low 
wall. Inside the pit was a second pave- 
ment, about 20 inches below the surface, 
with a fireplace. Under this pavement, 
seven skeletons were found, each wearing 
shell and bone necklaces. 

Found in the center was the skeleton 
of the chief. The hip bones had been 
extracted, the feet tied and large stones 
placed on the shoulders—apparently to 
immobilize the spirit of the dead chief. 

Indications were that several women 
and children were sacrificed when the 
chief was buried. 


Sermons Banned 

Religious sermons over the state broad- 
casting station have been banned by the 
Lebanese government. 

Both Christian and Moslem services 
were affected. The order stated that 
services will be limited to the reading of 
the Bible or Koran, prayers and liturgy. 

The ban followed a sermon by Sheik 
Shafik Yamout, chief justice of the Leb- 
anese Moslem religious courts, from the 
Grand Mosque of el-Emary. His sermon 
criticized the Lebanese authorities for 
lack of full support to Egypt and Syria 
and for not severing diplomatic relations 
with Great Britain and France. 





FREEDOM IN ISRAEL 


Continued from page 28) The Arab states 
still consider themselves to be at war with 
Israel. There are Arabs living here who 
are suspected of passing military informa- 
tion to the Arab governments by means 
of mail to neutral countries. Thus, on 
the one hand, censorship is carried out 
to prevent Arab espionage. On the other 
hand, certain foreign missions in Israel 
are believed to be pro-Arab, even though 





they are attempting to work with Jews. 
Inasmuch as Christianity is looked upon 
as a religion which seeks the end of 
Judaism, all Christians, and especially 
missionaries, are watched very closely.” 

Donn Odell found Christ while he 
was in the Navy and later dedicated his 
life to missionary service. After graduat- 
ing from Fuller Theological Seminary, 
he departed for Israel in 1955 with his 
wife, the former Ruth Kerr, and their 
three children. After working for some 
time, he resigned from the missionary 
organization on the field and enrolled for 
graduate work at the Hebrew University 
in order to learn more about the sociolo- 
gical problems of the people. 

With the recent outbreak of war in 
the Middle East, Mrs. Odell and the 
children went to Naples, Italy, while 
Donn remained. 

A_ well-qualified Christian observer 
in Israel pointed out the following: 


“Jews have suffered during centuries 
of prejudice, hatred and slaughter under 
the Roman Church and Protestants and 
they have a pathological fear of the ‘cross.’ 

“With this background, Israel is 
violently anti-missions. Those mission 
organizations which existed under the 
British Mandate are permitted to con- 
tinue functi ning, but under considerable 
restrictions. 

“Unfortunately, the history of mission 
groups is stained with jealousy and fre- 
quent feuding over converts, doctrine and 
ecclesiology. This un-Christlike attitude 
has served to further negate an already- 
weakened witness. 


“Christians have entered Israel with 
organizational banners flying—Baptists, 
Nazarenes, Pentecostals, Seventh Day 
Adventists, ad infinitum. All use the 
name Christian and all call themselves 
missionaries. But before they have time 
to define these terms to the Jews, they 
already have three strikes against them. 
To the Jews, these words and these 
people represent the hated instruments 
of their oppression. 


“There are a number of fine Christians 
in Israel who are genuinely attempting to 
do a work for Christ, but the traditional 
mission approach has failed and there is 
little likelihood of its succeeding in the 
future. 


“It is difficult to realize that there is 
any other alternative to Jewish evangelism 
than professional missionary activity. The 
Jews cannot be categorized with-_ the 
pagans of Africa, India, or China. They, 


for the most part, take the missionaries in 





their midst at face value, without a long 
history of bloody slaughter at the hands 
of Christians. A missionary in Israel has 
no face value. He is an intruder, with 
no objective but to eliminate Judaism 
through any means of conversion avail- 
able to him. . . . We can only realize 
that this condition exists and search for 
a new point of beginning in our relations 
to the Jews. It cannot be done by pouring 
more dollars into Jewish missions. To 
send money to a converted Jew in Israel 
is the quickest way of making him an 
outcast in his own society. He then be- 
comes a paid foreign missionary and thus 
the worst kind of traitor. More often than 
not, he becomes spoiled through this easy 
money and leans more heavily on his 
monthly check than is either healthy or 
expedient . . . . Nor would 10,000 new 
missionaries in Israel be the answer. Even 
if this were possible, their inability to 
present a united front would further con- 
firm to the Jews the inadequacy of 
Chalet... 

“The long-run work of evangelism in 
Israel must be done by young, intelligent 
Hebrew-Christians who are trained in a 
secular profession. They must love Israel 
and their brothers enough to. . . work 
there, raise and educate their children 
and prove their undivided loyalty to the 
people and nation. They should not 
represent any mission society, either 
Jewish or Gentile. 

“In their own communities, as Jews 
and loyal Israelis, they should live a 
simple, loving witness for Christ. If they 
have no connection with foreign mis- 
sions and do not propose a union with 
foreign Protestants, their witness will be 
heard as coming from Jews who believe 
that Jesus is truly their Messiah and who 
stand to gain no material benefits from 
their belief in Him. As one or two are 
added to the body of Christ, they can 
meet together for worship and Bible 
study. They need not organize a church 
in the American sense of the word, but 
can consider themselves to be a church. 

“There are a number of ‘secret believ- 
ers’ in Israel. They are isolated and stand 
pretty much alone. They need leader- 
ship, comfort and encouragement, but it 
must come from within their own group. 
The immigrant Hebrew-Christians could 
provide the necessary leadership, but they 
must be patient and willing to plan for 
the long run. Such action lacks glamour 
and demands great sacrifice. 

“American Christians must realize that 
Jewish evangelism begins with love—not 
dollars.” 
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A Buddhist State? 


A number of prominent Buddhists in 
Ceylon, some with political ambitions, 
constituted themselves “The Buddhist 
Commission of Inquiry” two and one- 
half years ago. This year, the group 
made its report, entitled “The Betrayal 
of Buddhism.” 

As expected, it proved to be a highly 
partisan document, re-writing the “good 
old” (Buddhist) days of Ceylon’s history 
in a manner which no modern historian 
could approve. But the document proved 
illuminating as a mirror of racialist views. 

The Buddhist re-write of history said 
that the Buddhist kings of Ceylon had 
a superb kingdom which was completely 
spoiled when the Portuguese invaded in 
1505, followed by the Dutch and finally 
by the British in 1795. “The Betrayal” 
pointed the way back to the palmy days 
before foreign rule began. 

(Some have pointed out that Singalese 
rule was at its lowest ebb when the Por- 
tuguese came. When foreign rule ceased 
in 1947, Ceylon was a state at peace, with 
its security founded on the rule of law. 
Its welfare government gave citizens a 
widespread system of education and med- 
ical care). 

Modern Buddhists, bitten by excessive 
nationalism, dream about another kind of 
state. As outlined in “The Betrayal,” all 
religious and charitable bodies should be 
required to pay income taxes—except 
Buddhist temples and their lands. This 
exception, it was explained, would serve 
as compensation for losses suffered by 
Buddhist institutions due to foreign con- 
quest. 

Other recommendations: A represent- 
ative Buddhist Cowacil should care for 
the Buddhist religion; the capital should 
be moved from Colombo in order to get 
away from undesirable foreign influences 
such as horse racing, which should be 
banned. 

The greatest concern to the Christian 
Church was the commission’s recom- 
mendations that within two years all 
schools be run by the government. A 
majority of Protestant churches in Ceylon 
are more or less dependent for support 
upon the staffs of nearby schools. Any 
religion, however, which wishes to run 
a private school can do so at its own 
expense and with all pupils of its own 
faith. 

In any state school, if the pupils are 
51 per cent or more of one faith, the 
head of the school must be of that faith. 
The teachers of any particular faith must 
be in proportion to the number of stu- 
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dents in the school of that belief. Co- 
education is forbidden. 

Finally, the group recommended that 
it be a punishable offense to seek con- 
version of a person under 2] in any 
school. 

The number of such fanatical Budd- 
hists does not seem to be large, and Chris- 
tian leaders do not expect the report to 
become law. They do feel, however, that 
the days of denominational schools (tax- 
supported, at present) are numbered. 


Hindu Praises 


Nine prominent Indian Hindu leaders, 
in a joint statement at Madras, praised 
the work of Christian missionaries and 
assailed charges made against foreign 
missions by some state government 
groups. 

The Hindu leaders said, “It is not our 
experience that they seek to undermine 
patriotic or national loyalties.” 

This charge was brought against mis- 
sionaries in July by the Madhya Pradesh 
government. 

Among the signers of the joint state- 
ment were Jadunath Sarkar, former vice 
chancellor of Calcutta University; B. V. 
Narayana Reddy, general manager of 
the Bank of Mysore; Dr. P. Subbarayan, 
former chief minister of Madras and now 
a member of parliament; and Teja Singh, 
retired chief justice of the Punjab High 
Court. 


Church Merger 


A proposed merger of Anglican and 
Protestant churches in northern India 
and Pakistan has been approved by the 
12th General Assembly of the United 
Church of North India. 

Five bodies are involved. They are 
the United Church of North India, the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon (Anglican); the Methodist 
Church in southern Asia, the British and 
Australian Methodist missionary societies 
and a Baptist Church of British Com- 
monwealth origin. 

The plan will be presented by the ne- 
gotiating committee to the churches in- 
volved efter the committee’s next meet- 
ing in April, 1957. If approved, the 
union will be known as the Church of 
North India and Pakistan. 

The United Church of North India 
was formed from American Congrega- 
tional, Evangelical and Reformed groups, 
British and American Presbyterian bod- 
ies and United Church of Canada mis- 
sion congregations. It has a membership 
of over 400,000. 





Hong Kong Rallies 


An estimated 2,500 conversions re- 
sulted at more than 200 rallies attended 
by 75,000 during a two-week Baptist 
evangelistic crusade in Hong Kong and 
nearby Macao. 

The campaign, sponsored by the For- 
eign Missions Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, was the first of its 
kind in the area. 

Speakers included three from the 
United States, two from Formosa, two 
from Japan and one from Thailand. 
American speakers were Dr. Forrest C. 
Feezor, executive secretary of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas; Dr. J. 
Howard Williams, president of South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and Dr. Ralph Her- 
ring, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 


Clubbings on Bus 


Brutal treatment by Egyptian secret 
police was described by an expelled 
Australian chaplain after his arrest in 
Suez. 

The Rev. William Robert Tyler, chap- 
lain of the Seamen’s Mission at Port Said, 
stated: 

“Eighteen of us were put into a bus 
and we were made to sit with coats over 
our heads. After a while, one of the 
guards, who must have been a hefty fel- 
low, went along the gangway of the bus 
and clubbed us all at the back of the 
head with a rifle butt.” 


New Translations 


The Wycliffe Translators plan to send 
teams into Papua and the Australian 
Trust Territory of New Guinea—a ter- 
ritory with hundreds of languages and 
few Scriptures. 

The latest government list names 471 
languages in Papua and Australian New 
Guinea. Two of these have the whole 
Bible; 10 have the entire New Testa- 
ment and 39 have some lesser portion of 
the Bible. This leaves 420 languages 
with no part of the Scriptures. Most 
of the languages have not been reduced 
to writing. 


Digest... 


> American missionaries take over 
work of two British mission groups in 
Egypt. Personnel placed under house 
arrest. .. . Rt. Rev. Kimber Den, former 
Anglican Bishop of Chekiang, China, re- 
leased and “publicly exonerated” after 
four years as prisoner of Reds. 









Oo = 


oS fF - oOo 


i _a«—s or |: )=— CUD? 








BRITAIN and the continent 






CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





Slaves of Devil 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Geoffrey Fisher, has denounced the 
tulers of Russia as being “to a unique 
degree the instruments and slaves of the 
devil.” 

In his most outspoken attack on Rus- 
sian communism, he declared that the 
Soviets had become known throughout 
the world as the universal enemy of man- 
kind. 

Dr. Fisher, speaking in support of the 
Lord Mayor's fund for Hungarian refu- 
gees at a meeting in Albert Hall, London, 
said: 

“Today we stand amazed before an 
act of government altogether evil, with 
no admixture of any good purpose or 
any worthy of decent motive, utterly 
empty of any spark of human kindness, 
a total denial of freedom and God. 

“Because the rulers of Russia have ex- 
pelled God from their belief, they are 
able to violate and outrage not only all 
the laws of God but all the hopes and 
aspirations of the human spirit. Having 
left themselves nothing to worship but 
themselves, they have become to a unique 
degree the instruments and slaves of the 
devil. 

“Tt is just here, in this extremity of evil 
power, that the glory of Christ, Saviour 
of the world, shines out in its purest. 
It is when Christian people find them- 
selves impotent, scourged and crucified 
before an unveiled manifestation of evil 
that they best learn the power of Christ, 
of His sufferings and of His resurrection. 

“Hungary's sufferings are not in vain. 
The Soviet government is known 
throughout the world as never before to 
be the universal enemy of mankind. Her 
own action has disrupted communism in 
the West and discredited it in the East. 
The despots of Russia have fourd their 
circle of adherents on whom they can 
rely much smaller than they supposed. 
They know there are only two choices 
before them: desperate action or defeat.” 


A minute's silence was observed after 
the Archbishop’s speech, in honor of 
Hungarian martyrs and refugees. Res- 
olutions were passed calling for the im- 
mediate return of deported Hungarians, 
the introduction of United Nations ob- 
servers into Hungary and the holding of 
free elections. F.C. 


Surge in Norway 

Thousands of new members were 
brought into churches during an inten- 
sive week-long evangelism campaign con- 





ducted simultaneously in Oslo and Stav- 
anger. 

More than 50,000 homes in 61 par- 
ishes were visited by laymen during the 
drive. Overflow crowds, the majority 
without previous church affiliation, filled 
the churches in a series of special serv- 
ices at the conclusion of the effort. 

Similar campaigns are planned in other 
sections of the country. 


Abiding Results 


Rumors have circulated during recent 
months that lasting results of the 1955 
Billy Graham Crusade in Glasgow, 
Scotland, proved negligible. 

Some have stated there has been a de- 
cided fall away in church attendance since 
the campaign. 

But Dr. John Highet, lecturer in soci- 
ology at Glasgow University, said such 
rumors have been found to be groundless. 
After a census of church attendance in 
Glasgow, he presented figures showing 
that church attendance and membership 
have risen. 

Dr. Highet said nearly 6,000 more 
people were attending church in Glasgow 
a year after Graham's departure. 

The Christian, a widely-read magazine, 
pointed out that such statistics provide 
one significant result but do not tell the 
whole story. 

“The fruitfulness of the crusade,” said 
the Christian, “is manifest still in many 
ways that do not lend themselves to 
statistics. It is seen in its influence on 
ministers and lay preachers who have 
been stirred up to make their preaching 
more evangelistic, in the quickening of 
spiritual life in churches that supported 
the crusade, in a deepened prayer spirit 
and in many young lives that responded 
to the call for service.” 


‘ 
‘Deeper Meaning’ 

East German Christmas parties, by 
order of the Communist Soviet Labor 
Unions Association, expressed the “new 
deeper meaning Christmas has in the 
Workers and Peasants’ Republic.” 

Christmas songs and poems were re- 
stricted to those telling of the “democratic 
unity of Germany, peace, friendship and 
a prosperous socialist future.” 

Plays featured “only such themes as 
the possibilities of a peaceful use of 
atomic energy and the discovery of outer 
space.” 

The directive said Christmas festivities 
“quelled the working people’s joy of life” 
because they were “rooted in mysticism 
and promoted superstition.” 





Famed Church Rebuilt 


St. Mary's Church, Islington, in North 
London, described as “The Cathedral of 
Evangelism” before being wrecked by 
Nazi bombs in 1940, was reopened this 
month. 

A plaque was unveiled, bearing the 
inscription, “Destroyed by war—Restored 
by faith.” 

Many well known evangelicals have 
served the parish during the last 200 
years. Charles Wesley was at one time 
a curate of Islington. The present vicar 
is the Rev. Maurice Wood, a gifted 
preacher and evangelist. 

For well over a century, the Vicar of 
Islington has arranged an annual confer- 
ence for evangelical clergymen of the 
Church of England. The 123rd con- 


ference will take place January 8. 


Freedom in Italy 
A bill has been submitted to the Italian 


Parliament concerning the free exercise 
of religious rights and government rela- 
tions with non-Catholic denominations. 

Non-Catholic bodies in Italy are ruled 
by the restrictive laws enacted in 1929 
and 1930 under the Fascist Regime—a 
sharp contrast with the Republican Con- 
stitution of 1948. 

The new bill provides that “the exer- 
cise of religious rights by the evangelical 
religious confessions, their members and 
institutions should be recognized accord- 
ing to the terms, modes and limits appro- 
priately established by the Constitution.” 


Strange Broadcast 
A church organ in Blackpool, England, 


startled parishioners when it “broadcast” 

a BBC weather report during a service. 
Investigators found that a piece of wire 

had dropped among the tubes and caused 


the instrument to pick up radio signals. 


Digest... 


> Dr. George Otto Simms, 46, elected 
Anglican Archbishop of Dublin.  For- 
merly Bishop of Cork. . . . Soviet Zone 
city of Rostock designated 1957 “City 
of Church Reconstruction” by Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany. Only three 
of city’s Protestant churches survived war 
without damage. 

> Evangelical Church of Germany 
opens center at Mainz-Kastel to train 
Protestant ministers for pastoral work in 
industrial areas. . . . Dan Piatt, European 
director for Navigators, reports opening 
of fourth Christian Servicemen’s Center 
at Bitburg. Others at Naples, Wiesbaden 
and Kaiserslautern. 


*3] 
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‘Deep Divisions’ 

Cutting the Gospel “down to a size 
that fits” into our culture has resulted in 
“one of the deep dilemmas facing con- 
temporary overseas mission work.” 

In expressing this opinion at the an- 
nual meeting of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Missions, 
Dr. Eugene L. Smith of New York, 
chairman of the 


division’s executive 


board, charged that Protestant theology 
in the United States has been moulded 
by “our fabulous and unmatched pros- 
pe ritv. 

The official, in his address to some 300 
representatives of 45 Protestant denomi- 
nations at the five-day conference in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, stated: 

“To the very degree we become suc- 
influential and established, we 
away from the radical and, there- 
fore, disturbing elements of Christian 
truth. 


Cc esst ul, 


move 


We expurgate the Gospel of 
those elements which embarrass us by 
their radicalism, their grandeur or their 
terrifying purity. ... 

“By preaching a_ culturally-rooted 
Christianity, many have been guilty of 
theological parochialism at its arrogant 
worst. From such aggressive blindness, 
the Church has suffered deeply, and 
there have developed some of the deep 
divisions within Christianity.” 

Charging that contemporary preaching 
often “obscurantism” and 


he said ministers fre- 


smacks of 
“lack of clarity,” 
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quently feed their congregations “theo- 
logical half-truths” and fail to preach 
“the whole Gospel” in terms that can be 
understood by the average man. 

Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary of 
the Council, said Christianity in the Far 
East was hampered by Protestant divisive- 
ness and an awakened new missionary 
zeal on the part of other religions. 

Much of the divisiveness in Asia was 
attributed to “sect groups.” 

Referring to a mass resurgence of 
Buddhism in the Far East, he said 
Buddhists “plan to train and send mis- 
sionaries throughout the world.” 

Dr. Leslie E. Cooke of Geneva, Switz- 
erland, director of the Council’s Division 
of Inter-church Aid and Service to Ref- 
ugees, said “the new independence of 
through 
activities does not 
mean they no longer need our help, but 


overseas churches established 


western missionary 
it does require the development of new 
patterns of assistance.” 

He said a in deter- 
mining the new strategy for missions may 


“significant part” 


be played by the growing program of in- 
ter-church aid in which Christians of one 
nation share funds and material goods 
with those of other nations in times of 
emergency. 

Dr. Cooke emphasized, however, that 
inter-church aid can never be a substitute 
for missions. 


Deadline for Ministers 


Most ministers will forfeit their cover- 
age rights under Social Security if they 
fail to file application forms by April 15, 
1957. 

The only clergymen not faced with the 
deadline are those already covered and 
those who became ministers after Janu- 
ary 1, 1955. New ministers have at least 
two years after their ordination. 

Under changes made in the Social Se- 
curity Law by Congress in 1954, min- 
isters for the first time can be covered. 
But each minister must decide whether 
he wants to be covered. 


The coverage will be as a self-em- 
ployed person, even though he receives 
a salary from the congregation. Each 
must file by April 15 a report of earnings 
to the Internal Revenue Service, along 
with the regular income tax form. A 
Social Security tax of three per cent will 
be paid on earnings up to $4,200. The 
tax will increase to 3% per cent for 1957. 

Churches and institutions are not in- 
volved or obligated in any way. Many 
churches, however, are adding the cost 
of the tax to the salaries of ministers. 


God Is Good 


A young woman missionary, who help- 
lessly watched her baby son slowly freeze 
to death and later saw hope ebb for the 
safety of her missing husband, will con- 
tinue evangelistic work among the no- 
madic Indians of a lonely sub-Arctic out- 
post. 

The husband, Albert Kelly, 26, sery- 
ing with the Central Alaskan Mission, 
disappeared in a skiff while seeking help 
after his family was marooned on a des- 
olate island in Glena Bay. His wife, 
Vera, 25, was later rescued from a rocky 
beach with her daughter, Rebecca, 3. 

They had been without food or shel- 
ter for four days and nights. Nearby lay 
the frozen body of four-month-old 
Thomas, a victim of starvation and the 
bitter Alaskan cold. 

Mrs. Kelly, recuperating in a hospital, 
said: 

“My husband may be dead. My baby 
is dead. But I still have my faith in 
God. Despite everything, God has been 
good to us and I want to continue in His 
service.” 


Inauguration Decanters 


President Dwight Eisenhower has 
pulled the plug on plans of distillers to 
promote the sale of whiskey in special 
inauguration bottles listing the names of 
all U. S. Presidents. 

Gerald Morgan, special counsel to the 
President, sent a protest to Judge William 
C. Bryant, Ohio liquor director, resulting 
in sales of the decanters being stopped 
there. 

Clayton M. Wallace, executive director 
of the National Temperance League, 
said he had been informed that Morgan’s 
letter to Judge Bryant stated, “The Presi- 
dent wished it known that he had not 
been asked to give his consent to his 
name appearing on the bottle, and that 
he had not given such consent.” 


Assembly Line Art 
“The most callous people in the 


country are making cheap church art by 
the tons; the most devoted people are 
sitting in front of it every Sunday, and 
somebody is taking in the cash at the 
expense of good art and good people.” 

So said artist Siegfried Reinhardt while 
in Des Moines, Iowa, to judge a religious 
art competition. A teacher of advanced 
painting at Washington University, St. 
Louis, he assailed what he called a “cul- 
tural delinquency” in American church 
art and urged wider use of original paint- 


ings in churches. 
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Christian Athletes 


A Fellowship of Christian Athletes is 
flexing physical and spiritual muscles for 
a big job in American cities. 

lalks are planned before high school 
and college audiences by a star-studded 
lineup of speakers, including such noted 
ithletes as Donn Moomaw, All-America 
football player at U. C. L. A.; Otto Gra- 
ham, retired quarterback of Cleveland 
Browns; Robin Roberts, pitcher with 
hiladelphia Phillies; Doak Walker, 
former All-American and all-pro in foot- 
ball; Carl Erskine, no-hit pitcher with 
Brooklyn Dodgers, and others. 

The fellowship was conceived by Don 
\icClanen in 1954. The young basket- 
ball coach at Eastern Oklahoma A & M 
figured that if famous athletes could per- 
suade youngsters to eat certain brands 
of cereal, then they could do an even 
more important job in giving direction to 
He wrote to 19 lead- 
En- 
thusiastic response came from men like 
Branch Rickey, Bud Wilkinson, Alonzo 
Stagg, Tom Harmon, Pepper Martin, Bob 
\lathias, Alvin Dark and Bob Richards. 
\{cClanen resigned as coach to become 
full-time director of FCA. 

In a four-day conference at Estes Park, 
Colorado, this year the athletes gave tips 
to several hundred young men on how to 
play well and live right. Remarked Moo- 
maw, regarded as one of the greatest 
linebackers in the history of football: 

“You are either on the team of God, 
or you're off. There is no in between 

. no second team. If you’re on God’s 
team, Jesus Christ is your coach and 
juarterback and you follow Him.” 

Che athletes have received a number 
of requests to appear in schools through- 
A few of the city 
fathers, however, added provisions that 
the talks be about God in general and not 
Jesus Christ in particular. 


the lives of others. 
ng sports figures about the idea. 


ut the country. 


FCA directors have adopted a policy 
against the acceptance of invitations 
where members are not free to witness 
tor Christ. 

Che decision, in addition to the con- 
viction of members, was influenced by 
such remarks as the following from a 
track speedster at Michigan University: 

“I’ve just realized I’ve been trying to 
lead a Christian life without Jesus Christ. 
It can’t be done.” 


Curistiranrry Topay is a subscriber to 


Religious News Service, Evangelical 


Press Service and Washington Religious 
‘eport Newsletter. 


Not in Vain 


The killing of five American mission- 
aries by Auca Indians in Ecuador last 
January had a direct effect in the volun- 
teering of some 2,000 young persons for 
foreign missions work, 

This report was made by the Rev. 
Robert B. Savage, program director of 
radio station HCJB at Quito, Ecuador. 
He said he heard of the volunteers 
through the ministers of various con- 


gregations. 


Digest... 

P Dr. Arthur R. McKay, 38, pastor 
of First Presbyterian, Binghamton, New 
York, appointed president of McCormick 
Theological Seminary. American 
Bible Society plans 225 translations of 
Gospels into new languages in next quar- 
ter century. 

P Southern Baptist Convention an- 
nounces goal of 425,000 converts for 
1957. Denomination baptized 416,867 
in 1955. . . . 100,000 new Protestant 
churches seen as need in next 20 years. 


> Methodist Church increases mem- 
bership to new high of 9,444,820. 





> Missionary radio station HCJB cele- 
brates 25th anniversary. . . . U. S. to- 
bacco acreage allotment cut 175,000 
acres for 1957. ... 

> Howard A. associate 
pastor of Moody Church for 10 years, 
resigns. No future plans announced. . . . 
1957 budget of $13,290,000 adopted by 
General Board for National Council of 
Churches—including $7,636,000 for re- 
lief, rehabilitation and world missions. 

> Presbyterian Church in U. S. A, 
with record budget of $9,112,398 for 


overseas missionary work, votes to dis- 


Hermansen, 


solve three missions in India so work can 
merge with United Church of Northern 
India. 

> Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president 
of Wheaton College, and Mrs. Edman 
plan to spend some of Christmas holidays 
in Ecuador with missionaries and the 
five missionary widows. As missionary in 
Ecuador, Dr. Edman was smitten with 
fever and once given up for dead. This 
will be Mrs. Edman’s first trip back in 
25 years. 

> Dr. Powhatan W. James, biographer 
and son-in-law of the famed preacher, 
George W. Truett, dies in Dallas, at 76. 
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THE CHRISTIAN-PAGAN WEST 


(Continued from page 5) a return to pagan ways of 


Before Christ and before con- 


science it puts a score of substitute allegiances. 


thinking and living. 


ERODING THE PATIENCE OF GOD 

First, the boundless wickedness of the Tigris-Euphrates 
valley, the cradle of civilization, eroded the patience of 
God's Spirit, and the early human enterprise was final- 
lv deluged in doom. The new beginning was grounded 
in revealed religion; the sacred Hebrew narratives carry 
forward the best of the old history from Abraham to 
\loses and Sinai, to David and the Hebrew temple, 
ind through the prophets of the Old Testament. 
Furthermore, they light up this whole venture of faith 
with Messianic expectation. 

Then, the decline of the proud and classic Graeco- 
Roman civilization ended in the tribal sack and fall of 
Rome. This extremity of the pagan world became the 
Christian believer’s opportunity; the weakness of the 
pagan g¢ ds revealed the strength of the Lord of glory. 

The third long night of human barbarism seems to 
have begun. To many observers, the horizon of this 
third night exhibits little, if any, prospect of a sunrise. 
Earlier and once benign cultures perished in judg- 
ment. The first civilization in the Tigris-Euphrates 
valley came to naught with the destruction of a gen- 
eration hardened in its revolt; the glory of the Hellenic 
world could not withstand its later disintegration and 
doom. Descending from its pinnacle of lofty achieve- 
ment, the Christian West in becoming pagan is 
headed for inevitable doom. The light men shun 
today is blinding, for the post-Christian era revolts 
igainst the most sacred inheritance of the race. To 
assume that an anti-Christ culture will escape perdition 
is sheer madness. END 





REFUSING RESPONSIBILITY 


Continued from page 13) no notice of the sanest and 


soundest findings of psychiatry. Listen to Dr. Starke 
Hathaway in his Physiological Psychology: “After 
going through the experimental and clinical literature, 
the choughtful reader will conclude that the effects of 
personality upon glands are more impressive and 
easier to illustrate than the effects of the glands upon 
personality.” 

No, when we sre confronted with personal re- 
sponsibility, we can’t slither down the rabbit hole 
of nature and so escape blame. 

But there’s another device, also tried by Aaron, 
which commonly serves as a means of shirking re- 
sponsibility. It is putting the blame or the load on 
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other people. Look at verse 22: “Thou knowest the 
people, that they are set on mischief.” In verse 23: 
“They said unto me.” In verse 24: “They gave it me.” 

Some scholars say that in verse 1, where the 
Authorized Version reads “The people gathered 
themselves together unto Aaron,” it would not be 
incorrect to render it, “The people gathered them- 
selves together against Aaron.” To use contemporary 
slang, “they ganged up on him,” jostled him, chal- 
lenged him, threatened him. 

Everybody likes to be talked up; most people like 
to be talked about; but nobody likes to be talked 
against. So we buckle at the knees and bow down 
to the great god called the crowd. “They . . . they 
. . . they!” They decide what clothes I shall wear, 
what books I shall read, what music I shall play or 
hear, what TV programs I shall view. They deter- 
mine whether I shall drink or go sober, whether | 
shall smoke or go free, whether I shall support Holly- 
wood or the Kingdom of God, whether I shall rate 
success in terms of money made or in terms of man- 
hood dedicated, whether I shall behold the fair face 
of Jesus Christ and cry “Away with him” or whisper 
worshipfully, “My Lord, and my God!” 

A member of this church, invited to a gathering in 
honor of a distinguished university professor, found 
herself surrounded by members of the intelligentsia 
who engaged in round after round of cocktail drink- 
ing and became the giddier for doing so. When her 
courteous insistence brought her ginger ale in place 
of alcohol, she was gently chided as one who was still 
held in the grip of a “cultural taboo.” With that 
light phrase they would dismiss a deliberate convic- 
tion held fast in conscience. It is that kind of smiling 
paganism that you and I must meet as Christians. 

We must meet it, let me add, not with sour visage, 
not with a martyr’s halo self-fixed, not with a whipped 
and whining resignation to duty but with a passion- 
ate and unashamed devotion to Jesus Christ and all 
the high things for which He stands. 

It is year's end. Some of us have stood up to our 
responsibilities creditably well, all thanks to the grace 
of God on which we have leaned. Others have sagged 
miserably, like Aaron. We haven’t been as true to 
ourselves as we might have been, nor to our families, 
nor to our work nor to our church. 

Let’s confess it. Let's come out of hiding. Let's 
stop making excuses. Let’s throw back our shoulders 
to bear the full weight of whatever responsibilities 
God presses down upon them. And then, taking grate- 
fully His forgiveness for every one of yesterday's fail- 
ures, let’s head straight into the new year, trusting, 
dauntless, unafraid. END 
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THE SECOND COMING 


The Blessed Hope, by George Eldon 
Ladd. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
1956. $3.00. 

Dr. Ladd of Fuller Seminary has fol- 
lowed up his earlier book, Crucial Ques- 
tions about the Kingdom of God, by 
dealing directly with a vital part of the 
believer’s faith: Just what is the Blessed 
Hope? “The central thesis of this book,” 
he says, “is that the Blessed Hope is the 
second coming of Jesus Christ and not 
a pretribulation rapture” (p. 11). He 
continues: “The Blessed Hope is not 
deliverance from the Tribulation; it is 
union with the Lord at His coming” 
(p. 12). He shows that this was the 
historic view of premillennialists until 
about 125 years ago when J. N. Darby 
and others introduced a belief in a 
pretribulation rapture. Chapter 2, “The 
Rise and Spread of Pretribulationism,” 
traces this belief in England and America 
down to the Scofield Bible but also notes 
that important premillennialists up to the 
present day have rejected it. There fol- 
lows a biblical study of the passages 
dealing with the Blessed Hope, the Trib- 
ulation, the Rapture, the Resurrection, 
and there is found “no support for the 
idea that the return of Christ will be 
divided into two aspects—one before and 
one after the Tribulation” (p. 89), but 
rather that the Blessed Hope is that re- 
union with Christ which “occurs at the 
Revelation of Christ in glory” Cp. 100). 

With this aspect of the book not all 
will agree, but we think Dr. Ladd has 
proved his point. Perhaps he might 
have made it even stronger by showing 
that a correct exegesis of Daniel 9:27 
declares Christ, not the Antichrist, to 
bring sacrifices to end in the midst of 
the 70th week, thus leaving no founda- 
tion for a supposed three and a half-year 
tribulation under the Antichrist or a 
supposed seven-year lapse between the 
rapture and the glorious appearing of 
the Lord. 

This book, however, is not only di- 
rected against the idea of a separate 
rapture but it is also directed against the 
idea of the “any-moment” coming of 
Christ, and there the reviewer feels 
bound to take issue with Dr. Ladd. He 
argues that, since such events as the 
tribulation and the preaching of the 
Gospel in all the world have yet to be 
fulfilled, the Lord could not come now. 





































ooks in Review 


The command to watch “cannot be used 
to prove an any-moment unexpected 
coming of Christ for which the believer 
is to watch, for the day of the Lord will 
come only after definite signs such as 
the Antichrist and the apostasy which 
will indicate that the end is near” (Cp. 
109). It is “a false assumption,” he 
says, “that belief in the any-moment re- 
turn of Christ is identical with a biblical 
attitude of expectancy” (p. 153). In a 
chapter entitled “Watch,” he examines 
scriptural passages such as Mark 13:33- 
37 and Luke 12:37-39, and concludes, 
“The point of the warning is that we 
cannot say it will be soon; we do not 
know when” (p. 116). 

But the point of the warning in these 
passages is rather that since we do not 
know the time, therefore we cannot say 
it will be either soon or distant and we 
must always watch. It is just as wrong 
to say, “My Lord delays His coming” as 
it is to insist that He must come now. 
No doubt Dr. Ladd would agree to this. 
His terminology may be elastic. He says, 
“If we are awake and Christ comes today, 
we are ready. If we are awake and 
Christ does not come until tomorrow, 
we will still be ready” (p. 115). And 
yet, in his identification of the pre- 
tribulationist view with the any-moment 
view of our Lord’s coming, and his em- 
phasis on those events which must first 
be fulfilled, and in repeated rejection of 
the any-moment coming (“the biblical 
teaching of watching is not the equiva- 
lent of watching for an any-moment of 
Christ,” p. 163) he gives the impression 
that our expectancy of the Lord’s return 
ought not to be such as to allow us to 
sing, “Jesus may come today.” 


Of course, the great problem is just 
how it is possible to expect Christ to 
return at any time, even immediately, 
if we also believe that certain signs of 
his coming have not yet been fulfilled. 
The most difficult sign is perhaps the 
conversion of the Jews. If this outpour- 
ing of God’s grace must precede the 
appearing of Christ, must we not then 
postpone His coming or at least hold 
our expectancy in abeyance, until the 
Jews turn to him? No. In matters of 
prophecy we have to distinguish between 
events about which we can have a high 
level of assurance as to their specific 
fulfillment, such as the Resurrection and 
the Judgment, and those of a lower level 
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such as the exact nature of the mil- 
lennium. And firmly on the higher 
level of assurance is the joyful duty of 
watching at every moment for the coming 
of Christ, for we are told again and 
again in the plainest language always 
to be ready because we know not at 
On a 


nwer level of assurance are the signs: 


what hour the Lord will come. 


' 
salvation of the Jews, antichrist, trib- 
n. They may be fulfilled or may 


, 


ve been fulfilled in another way than 


vould expect. 


fo reject the separate, secret rapture 
yot to reject the any-moment coming. 
any-moment glorious appearing: of 
whether now, soon, or distant, 

the reviewer’s estimation the Blessed 
Artuur W. Kuscnke, Ir. 


NOT ORTHODOX 


| Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, by 
Hans Hofmann. Scribner’s, New York, 
$3.95. 

this is a painstaking and faithful in- 
ternretive summary of the theology of 

thold Niebuhr, which traces its de- 
lopment from its earliest inception in 
his pastoral experiences in Detroit to 
its mature expression in The Nature 
nd Destiny of Man and Faith and His- 
tory. Hofmann uses a great number of 
votations, often letting Niebuhr speak 

r himself. 

Even though Niebuhr’s major works 

readily accessible, a summarization 
s not out of place. An understanding 
f the background and development of 
Nicbuhr’s thought is important, and this 
nnot be had by reading even his most 
systematic work. To get a rounded view 
without such an interpretive summary 
one would have to make a long and 
arduous study of a number of Nie- 
buhr’s works. 

Hofmann’s treatment is divided into 
four major sections: “The Beginning,” 
“Religion and Society,” “Sin as Man’s 
Severance of His Relatedness to God 
and Society,” and “Faith and Society as 
the Poles of the Original and True 
State of Man.” The treatment, there- 
fore, revolves around the correlation of 
God, man, and society, in which man 
is the key link (pp. 91, 110). As 
Niebuhr sees it, the problem is not in 
God or in religion as such, nor is it 
in the external conditions of society. 
The problem lies first of all in man 
himself. Because of a disturbance of 
man’s relationship to God, his relation 
to society and society itself are disturbed 
(pp. 114, 236 et. al.). 

The main source of difficulty is found 


26° 


in man as sinner (p. 113 f.). Hofmann 
believes that Niebuhr’s entire theology 
may be expounded around this theme. 
His book was originally published in 
Switzerland under the title, The Theol- 
ogy of Reinhold Niebuhr, in the Light 
of His Doctrine of Sin. 

Sin is indeed a major theme in Nie- 
buhr’s thoughr. In terms of it he has 
cherished 
and theological liberal- 
ism. But to look at Niecbuhr’s position 


criticized some of the imost 


teneis of social 


from the biblical point of view is to re- 
joice on the one hand that he recognizes 
sin at all and especially that he sees the 
spiritual nature of sin; and yet it is 
other hand that he re- 


fuses to recognize, e.0., 


to regret on the 
an actual pre- 
fall state and an historical fall. Looking 
at man here and now, Niebuhr says, 
without any for his historical 


origin or development, what tools do 


concern 


we need to interpret his present condi- 
tion? The answer is that we need cer- 
tain myths that have come to us in the 
Christian tradition: e.g., the fall and 
The Christian doctrines 
are myths, supra-scientific, imaginative 
expressions which must be taken seriously 
but not literally, which God has used 
for his revelation of himself and of the 
state of man. As with the other doc- 
trines of the Christian faith, we have 
in Niebuhr’s view of sin a basic recon- 
struction of the biblical position. 

The question of myth has been widely 
discussed lately, and the controversy is 
by no means closed. Very interesting is 
Hofmann’s comparison of the position of 
Niebuhr and Rudolf Bultmann, who is 
famous for his program of demythologiz- 
ation (p. 75 ff.). Niebuhr sees the 
supposed myths in the Scriptures as in- 
dispensable vehicles of divine revelation, 
while Bultmann finds the essential thing 
in the existential meaning underneath 
the form of mythical speech. But it is 
clear that Niebuhr is as radical as Bult- 
mann in relegating biblical material to 
the realm of myth (cf. p. 92 £.). For 
both men such doctrines as the original 
sinless state, the fall, the preexistence of 
Christ, the doctrine of the two natures 
of Christ, the ascension, the session on 
God’s right hand, and His coming 
again in glory are myths and cannot be 
taken literally in any sense. Observing 
closely one sees that the current fray is 
a variation on the theme of supernatural- 
ism versus anti-supernaturalism. What- 
ever remnants of supernaturalism might 
remain in Niebuhr (as Tillich claims), 
he is quite solidly anti-supernaturalistic. 

With this in mind, it is noteworthy 


original sin. 


that Hofmann’s book is almost entirely 
free of criticism. In addition, we note 
that Hofmann has not fully laid bare 
the change of meaning that standard 
theological terms have undergone in 
Niebuhr’s thought. I would judge that 
while Hofmann has been faithful in his 
presentation, he has pictured Niebuhr as 
somewhat too orthodox, just because he 
has not always let Niebuhr’s terms be 
seen in their changed meaning. Niebuhr’s 
theology is indeed a modification of 
liberalism, but it is in no instance a 
return to orthodoxy. 

Rosert D. Knupsen 


WISDOM OF PROPHETS 


The Parables of the Old Testament, by 
Clarence E. Macartney. Baker, Grand 


Rapids Michigan. $2.00. 


There is an abundance of material on 
the parables of the New Testament, but 
very little that deals with the parables 
of the Old Testament. In his research 
preparatory to the writing of this volume, 
Dr. Macartney discovered that neither 
in America nor in Great Britain could he 
find a single book that dealt with the 
parables of the Old Testament. In the 
preparation of this volume, therefore, 
he described his feeling as being similar 
to the experience of the men of the 
sixteenth century who sailed upon seas 
that never before had been cleft by the 
keel of a ship. 

Dr. Macartney finds that the principal 
difference between the parables of Christ 
and those of the Old Testament con- 
sists in the fact that nearly all of the 
parables of our Lord taught spiritual 
truth that is timeless, whereas the par- 
ables of the Old Testament were mes- 
sages for a special occasion. Despite 
this fact, the author maintains that the 
parables of the Old Testament teem with 
suggestions of truth, which are relevant 
for any age, and in many instances they 
may be made the vehicle of evangelical 
truth. 

Included in this volume are two fables, 
the only ones in the Bible, that of the 
Trees and that of the Thistle and Cedar. 
The general purpose of the fable and 
parable is the same, said Dr. Macartney, 
to ilkistrate moral and spiritual truth by 
comparison with what actually tran- 
spires. But the fable differs from the 
parable in that in the fable the subjects 
of the mineral or vegetable or animal 
kingdom “feign to speak and act with 
human interest and passion.” 

The content of this volume will pro- 
vide biblical material that will be new 
and fresh to most congregations. 
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The nine chapters in this volume, as 
Dr. Macartney expresses it, represent the 
garnered wisdom of prophets, chroniclers, 
and seers, some of them known and 
some of them unknown, but all worthy 
of a better acquaintance. 

Dr. Macartney has written scores of 
volumes, but it is doubtful if any con- 
tains the marked originality, vivid de- 
scription and powertul presentation equal 
to this work produced in his earlier min- 
istry and reprinted for readers oi today. 
Joun R. Richarpson 


TYPOLOGY? 


Devotional Studies of Old Testament 
Types, by Fred H. Wight. Moody, 
Chicago, 1956. $3.50. 


Perhaps no area of biblical interpre- 
tation has suffered more acutely at the 
hands tf the higher critics than Old 
lestament typology. The reviewer once 
sat under a seminary professor who 
hurled the typical approach wholesale 
to the rubbish heap of antiquated im- 
aginations. Wight justifies the method 
by appealing to Jesus’ and Paul’s use 
of it, an observation that ought to silence 
ill objections. 

Discreetly the author, a Baptist min- 
ister, in his introduction first defines a 
type as “a person, thing or event in the 
Old Testament designed Cunderlining 
my own) to represent or prefigure some 
person, thing or event in the New Testa- 
ment.” It is regrettable that his pres- 
entation of the subject in many instances 
repudiates that definition by confusing 
and equating analogies with types. We 
could illustrate at length for the examples 
are numerous, but several will suffice. 
All are taken from the chapter on I 
and II Samuel: “The Kingdom of Saul, 
a Type of the Self-Life”; “David at the 
Cave of Adullam, a Type of Christ Our 
Captain”; “Bringing the Ark to Jeru- 
salem, a Type of Revival in the Church”; 
and “Mephibosheth, The Type of a 
Sinner Saved by Grace.” Parallels of 
this kind may be drawn by analogy, but 
they certainly do not belong to typology. 
Incidentally, this mode of exposition is 
largely responsible for bringing typology 
as such into disrepute. 

Wight is at his best when he deals 
with characters who prefigure Christ, 
like Joseph and Moses, studies of in- 
terest and value. Elsewhere, however, 
he tends, even within the bounds of 
legitimate typology, to fanciful and ex- 
aggerated conclusions which bear remi- 
niscences of Origen’s allegorical inter- 
pretation of the Old Testament and 
Augustine’s comments on the parables. 


38° 


This of course critically weakens the 
historical impact. He further forces 
certain features into his dispensational 
eschatology. 

The book exhibits a tendency to need- 
less repetition, at times a lack of cor- 
relation of points and occasional decep- 
tive literalisms. Though solidly evangeli- 
cal and loyal to the Scriptures as the 
fully-inspired Word of God, it is diffh- 
cult to recommend this volume. It will 
confuse and mislead the theologically 
unoriented and prove too much of a 
surface study for preachers who will want 
to stretch their mental muscles with 
works like those of Fairbairn, Habershon 
and Baron. Ricuarp ALLEN Bopgy 


PERFUMED, BERIBBONED 
The Old Story of Salvation, by Sophia 
Lyon Fahs. Starr King and Beacon, 
Boston. $3.00. 

It is evidently the author’s purpose in 
this book to retell the Story in the Bible 
(she would distinguish this from the 
story of the Bible) as a living narrative 
which may be found woven through the 
largely extraneous material from Genesis 
to Revelation; and then to discuss the 
meaning and significance of that story for 
the purposes of modern, liberal religion. 
The book is in two parts. The first is 
the aforementioned historical narrative 
and is a very fine, condensed Bible Story 
which includes, uncritically, the tradi- 
tional theophanies, miracles, the Virgin 
Birth, the Resurrection, etc., to the end 
of the Revelation. The second part, 
which is the meat of the author's writing 
is called “The Unanswered Question: 
‘What is Truth?’” In this last 40% of 
the book, she offers her opinions on the 
religion which she believes may be found, 
not by mutilating the story, but by under- 
standing it as a myth and fable. The 
result is a perfumed and beribboned He- 
gelian idealism in modern dress. Except 
that not even Hegel would have taken 
such liberties with traditional religious 
concepts. 

The author, who has no evident use 
for orthodoxy, whether traditional or 
“new,” identifies herself with the Coun- 
cil of Liberal Churches. She explains, in 
a burst of confidence, that she developed 
her ideas while working with the boys 
and girls in the Church School of the 
Riverside Church of New York City. 

One of the milder views she elaborates 
in the discussion section is the now 
familiar one, that the “original” Chris- 
tian faith was “not what Jesus believed, 
but what the Christian church early came 
to believe about Jesus.” And the author 





believes that her's is “not a study of 
history directly, but rather of a great 
tradition which has molded history.” 
She feels that it is “crude reasoning” 
to present the death of Christ as an 
atonement. He died, essentially for the 
same reason that Socrates and Ghandi 
died, an ideal person going down in 
defeat, despised, rejected, his cause ap- 
parently lost. Moreover, Jesus never 
thought of himself as a Messiah, never 
sent out disciples to preach and baptize 
in His name, never would have claimed 
to be the only savior among the world’s 
saviors. One’s heart goes out to those 


boys and girls at the Riverside Church. 
G. Arken Taytor 


POPULAR BIOGRAPHY 
By Faith Alone, by W. J. Kooiman. 
Philosophical, New York, 1955. $6.00. 


It is not necessary for any reviewer to 
tell evangelical Christians how valuable 
Dr. Martin Luther, whose biography is 
ably and attractively presented in this 
excellent book, is for our present-day 
evangelical believers who adhere to sal- 
vation by faith in Christ without works. 
But there may be a need to introduce the 
readers to Professor Kooiman of the Uni- 
versity of Amsterdam since he may not 
as yet be known to many evangelical 
Christians in America. To say it briefly, 
he is instructor of church history in the 
University of Amsterdam and is a most 
influential preacher and radio speaker in 
the Netherlands, whose interest in 
Luther is deep and inspiring. Believing 
that evangelical Christendom must hold 
to the doctrine of God’s free grace in 
Christ Jesus, he proclaims this precious 
doctrine with a conviction that stirs and 
enlivens those who listen to him. His 
Life of Martin Luther was written as a 
pastor who keeps in mind his parishion- 
ers, both young and old. In 1954 the 
reviewer read it in Holland in the orig- 
inal. Later, he read it in a German 
translation, and now he has read it in 
an English translation by Dr. Bertram 
Lee Woolf which is so masterfully done 
that no fault can be found with it. Dr. 
Kooiman’s biography of Luther is not 
scientific in the strict sense of the term, 
but rather is popular. Yet in accuracy, 
depth, and comprehensiveness, so far as 
Luther’s life and work are concerned, it 
is truly scientific within its scope. The 
reviewer recommends Kooiman’s By 
Faith Alone to all evangelical Christians 
and hopes that it will become as popular 
in the English-speaking countries as in 
the Netherlands and Germany. 

Joun THeopore MuELier 
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| Religious Thoushe 


[HAT INDEFATIGABLE SEARCHER for facts, 
\Vilbur M. Smith, reports some inter- 
esting findings in Moody Monthly (Aug., 
1956). An analysis of the 29th volume 
of Who’s Who in America, that is, of 
pages 13-112, yields this result, namely 
that 30% of those listed indicated some 
religious afhliation. Of the 1650 bio- 
vraphical sketches 53 were of clergymen. 
‘The list reveals more Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians than all the other denomi- 
nations combined.” However, “by far 
the greater number of the more promi- 
nent educators, scientists and writers do 
not indicate any religious affiliation. The 
same goes for playwrights, musicians, ra- 
dio and TV men.” What mean these 
figures? Has religion become peripheral 
mong those who mould the American 
mind? Or are they merely too shy to 
disclose their deepest loyalties? 


« “All this, and Revival, too” thus runs 
in article in The Christian Herald (Sept., 
1956) on the Sector Plan of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. This plan is 
helping the churches utilize their total 
resources in new communities. During 
the past five years more than 3000 
churches, Baptists and other communions, 
have used the plan with remarkable re- 
sults in spiritual growth and power. 


€ Canon Wedel writes a welcoine warn- 
ing in The Journal of Religious Thought 
Spring-Summer, 1955) on “The Mean- 
Ing of the Church”: 


The phenomenal growth of the Pen- 
tecostal ‘sects,’ which ignore, for a time 
at least, the call to erect Gothic shrines, 
could remind us of the fact that 
“Church” in the New Testament, 
meant first of all a people of God 
united by a common faith and the 
living presence of Christ as Holy Spirit 
and not by institutional ambitions. 


Wedel decries the mania for pom- 
pous church buildings in America. Air- 
conditioning, luxurious appointments, 
expensive side chapels and streamlined 
nurseries are the order of the day. But 
can they ever be a substitute for what 
really matters in the house of God? We- 
del speaks prophetically when he says 
that “the body of Christ is something 
more than genial sociability. It stands 
tinder the judgment of holiness.” 


4 Cross Currents, a Catholic journal, 
contains a challenging article by Father 
Henri Dumery on “The Temptation to 
Do Good” (Winter, 1956). It is a se- 
rious and eloquent plea for full religous 
liberty. Read and ponder: “What faith 
finds is God Himself, and not dogmas”; 
or: “But we do not become believers by 
assimilating a theory, reciting a history 
or riveting together syllogisms”; or: 
“Faith does not recopy a formula, and 
it does not blindly underwrite a formula; 
Faith opens itself to a presence, it receives 
a new life, and is bound to a new signifi- 
cance of existence of history.” But what 
elates both mind and heart are words 
like these: “Only the belief that liberty 
of conscience is inalienable will re-estab- 
lish true faith; with the correlative para- 
dox of a sincere unbelief and an apparent 
incredulity which is faith within non- 
belief.” 

Will some of the Catholic bishops in 
beautiful Spain take Father Dumery’s 
words to heart? This Catholic priest is 
absolutely opposed to any form of coer- 
cion against unbeliever, schismatic or 
heretic. Truth, argues Father Dumery, 
is always ready to hear St. Paul; it will 
refuse to listen to Torquemada. 


€ Professor Bela Vassady, an exile from 
stricken Hungary, in an article in Theol- 
ogy Today (July, 1956) plows a deep 
furrow as he writes on “The Power of 
Christlike Living.” Over against the 
cults of assurance Vassady stresses the 
need of negative thinking in terms of 
the Gospel’s call for self-depreciation, 
self-denial, humility and repentance. But 
though we are summoned to lose our 
lives for Christ’s sake, this demand “is 
always embedded in the proclamation of 
a new, divine positiveness.” The boot- 
strap strategy of the cults of assurance, 
Vassady rightly maintains, cannot last- 
ingly dissolve man’s feelings of loneliness, 
emptiness and insecurity. But where men 
experience by faith the divine pardon of 
their sins, wondrous powers of the spirit 
are being released. In view of mar.’s 
introvert face-saving, that is, bribing one’s 
own conscience or the ever present extro- 
vert or manward face-saving—“the sell- 
ing of lies, the playing up of vices for 
virtues in the sight of others,” or, what 
is by far the worst, Godward or vertical 








face-saving—“the most stupid as well as 
wicked act of man the sinner to strive 
to deceive God and to believe in the 
success of his Godward camouflage,” 
there is but one remedy, namely saving 
faith! Concludes Vassady: “Saving faith 
is just the reverse of the complex of face- 
saving. Whoever dies and is risen with 
the Lord is saved by faith, and no longer 
needs to take refuge in a technique of 
face-saving. The crisis of facing the loss 
of faith is by such a man again and again 
overcome by a voluntary act of face-re- 
nunciation in the sight of the Lord who 
died for him.” This is sound pastoral 
theology because these insights are rooted 


in God’s holy Word. 


€ Writing on “The Literature of the 
Fulton Street Prayer Meeting” (Moo) 
Monthly, Jan., 1957), Wilbur M. Smith 
is convinced that “the Revival of 1858 is 
the kind of revival America preeminently 
needs today: caused by a mighty out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God, on ever 
city and hamlet, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific; a time of contrition and confes- 
sion of sin; a time when waves of prayer 
will sweep over our land; when noon- 
day meetings will see greater audiences 
than Sunday morning services now see; 
when ministers with even few gifts will 
speak with new power never before 
known by them, and will see hundreds 
coming forward to receive Christ in an 
otherwise ordinary service. This could 
be more nation-wide than any religious 
movement ever known in America, if a 
great work of God results from the Billy 
Graham campaign in New York, and 
millions are allowed to see, watching tele- 
vised services in their own homes, the 
mighty working of the Spirit of God 
bringing eternal life to those who are re- 
ceiving Christ as their Saviour.” 

Indeed! Be it so! The Lord’s arm is 
not shortened that he cannot revive his 
people and with them this great land of 
ours. Though we perceive it not, spirit- 
ual battles are going on in our midst. 
God’s Spirit is striving mightily with the 
minds of men. May we acknowledge 
Christ’s absolute Lordship in all of life, 
whether in school or shop, home or 
hearth, in national and international re- 
lations, or in our relations with our neigh- 
bours of another race. Sursuam corda! 
Lift up your hearts! Regem habemus! 
We have a King, His name is Immanuel, 
God with us, the herald and bringer of 
life, joy and grace. 


Witiram A. MUELLER 
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Special Pre-publication Offer 


Mn 


mn 


to Christianity Today Readers 





We. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


announces the forthcoming publication of 


CHRISTIAN PERSONAL ETHICS 


by CARL F. H. HENRY, Th.D., Ph.D., 


evangelical theologian and author; editor of Curistianiry Topay 











This work will dominate the discussion of 





evangelical ethics during the next decade— 









DR. BEN KIMPEL, Professor of Philosophy, Drew University, says: 
“An important contribution to the literature of moral philosophy . . . from the point 
of view of religious faith as it is affirmed in the Bible . . . This book is a scholarly 

and yet easily understood argument . . . It should be included in the small but 

indispensable library of ministers, theological students, and college students who 
are interested in the studies of religion and in the philosophies of religion. This 
book is strongly recommended for courses in Christian ethics.” 

























DR. GORDON H. CLARK, Professor of Philosophy, Butler University, says: 
“This monumental work fills a gap of many years’ duration . . . Dr. Henry is to 
be congratulated for giving us such a thorough evangelical study of the problems 
of morality.” 





DR. WM. A. MUELLER, Professor of Philosophy of Religion, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, says: 
“Dr. Henry’s book is comprehensive in scope, evangelical in message, and a con- 
structive guide to Christian living . . . Rooting Christian ethical concern in the 
Scriptures is perhaps the real merit of this endeavour. .. . It is an ethic of the 
redeemed community, the Church of Jesus Christ.” 


600 pages, indexed. Publication Jan. 15. Price, $6.95* 





ee a re ee en ee ee ewe ew en ew ewe = ‘ 

| 

* Special Offer to readers of —- Publishing 7 sia a ! 

; | 55 rson Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 

CHRISTIANITY TODAY—a saving | Send me postpaid (if cash with order) .......... copies of 1 

| CHRISTIAN PERSONAL ETHICS, pre-publication | 

of $2.00 per copy! Only $4.95 | price, $4.95. 
| NAME 

. . POR Be EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE SEES EEE EEE EEE EE ES | 

if your order is postmarked be- ECE RT IT ee 2 | 

fore January 15, 1957. BAIN cihcntsescscialeedinnisckoses DUN icieeiernitibivaiih 

: I enclose §............ Bill my account ............ : 

MAIL THIS ORDER COUPON TODAY! , #22 Cuda’ | 

| 


Wm. B. EERDMANS 
PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 






